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President's Message 

The American University has had many 
proud moments in its ninety-five-year his
tory, but surely among the proudest was 

the June morning in 1963 when the young, artic
ulate president of the United States came to 
campus and delivered a speech that changed the 
course of world events. john F. Kennedy's words 
that day calling for a nuclear test ban treaty are 
remembered by all who care about world peace. 
For the class of 1963, whose graduation was the 

occasion for the president's visit, the speech was a moment etched in their 
personal histories as well. 

A quarter of a century later, we recall this proud moment and ponder the 
impact of the speech from the perspective of time. Many of the observa
tions in this issue's lead story were gleaned from a day of discussions held 
on campus in April to commemorate the anniversary of the speech. 
Included, too, are recollections of the day from '63ers who returned to 
campus this spring for their twenty-ftfth reunion. 

This spring's commencement was another proud and memorable 
moment for the university. For the first time in twenty years, graduates 
gathered on campus for the culminating event in their AU careers. After 
having outgrown the indoor and outdoor spaces on campus suitable for 
commencement, the event had been staged in various Washington loca
tions while the dream of our own on-campus convocation center inched its 
way to reality. 

On May 15, more than 1,200 graduate and undergraduate students 
walked across the stage in Bender Arena, in the heart of campus, to join 
the ranks of AU alumni. As important as all the arena's uses are to campus 
life-sports, concerts, public events-no use seems more fitting than 
commencement. 

To the class of '88 and their families: congratulations! To all of you 
who-in ways large and small-helped make this dream come true: my 
heartfelt thanks. 

J<:.Q__._i) ~I 
Richard Berendzen 



THE SPEECH HEARD 
AROUND THE WORLD 

KENNEDY'S AU COMMENCEMENT TALK 
SHOWED THE WAY TO PEACE 

ennedy to Speak at AU Commence
ment," the Washington Post announced on 
page one the day of the event, June 10, 
1963. The paper predicted the president 
would use the occasion to deliver a major 
foreign policy address. It also forecast 
sunny skies with a high of 96. 

The Post was right on both counts. The 
temperature was already in the 90s by 
10:25 that Monday morning when the 
Marine Corps Band struck up the familiar 
"Hail to the Chief," signaling the presi
dent's arrival at the AU athletic field for 
the outdoor ceremony. AU president 
Hurst Anderson greeted Kennedy and led 
him to the dais to deliver his speech and 
receive an honorary degree. 

All the night before, Kennedy had been 
aboard Air Force One flying the five thou
sand miles to the capital from Hawaii, the 
last stop of a five-day, five-state western 
tour. 

In the early morn
ing hours that Mon
day as the city slept, 
Kennedy woke up 
Anderson with a call 
to let him know he 

gJ was still airborne but 
~ expected to arrive 
~ on time. Air Force 
~ One touched down 
~ at Andrews Air 
f5 Force Base at 8:51. 
> 
~ 
~ 
~ 
fa: 
:::> 
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During the week
end in Washington, 
Kennedy's speech
writers, led by aide 
Theodore Sorensen, 

~ had worked on the 
§ final draft of the 
c:: president's speech, 

which already had been weeks in the writ
ing. Besides current ideas, they included 
parts that had been omitted from Kenne
dy's inaugural address and from a talk 
Kennedy was to have made to the Soviet 
and American people via television in 
spring 1962 stressing cooperation 
between the two nations. Rising tensions 
had scuttled the latter talk. 

The speech was ready by the time the 
president arrived back at the White 
House. He changed his shirt and hopped 
into a limousine for the drive up Massa
chusetts Avenue to AU. His motorcade 
arrived behind the speaker's platform a lit
tle late, but under the circumstances, 
Anderson was more than willing to delay 
commencement. After all, few graduating 
classes are sent into the world with a pres
idential address. 

Kennedy stood at the podium, pausing 
to look out at the ten thousand people in 
the audience, including 991 graduates. 
He began. 

After acknowledging the students, fac
ulty, adminisuators, parents, and guests, 
Kennedy quoted British poet John Mase
field's tribute to universities, 

"where those who hate ignorance may strive to 
know, where those who 
perceive truth may 
strive to make others 
see." 

Kennedy comin
ued: 

"I have, therefore, 
chosen this time and 
this place to discuss 
a topic on which 
ignorance too often 
abounds and the troth 
is too rarely perceived 
-yet it is the most im
portant topic on earth: 
world peace." 

He acknowledged 
the prevailing pessi
mism. 

"Some say that it is 
useless to speak of 

world peace or world law or world disarma
ment and that it will be useless until the lead
ers of the Soviet Union adopt a more 
enlightened attitude. I hope they do. I believe 
we can help them do it. 

"But I also believe that we must reexamine 
our own attitude as indivtduals and as a 
nation, for our attitude is as essential as 
theirs. And every graduate of this school, 

BY ROLAND S. SWEET 

AU president 
Hurst Anderson, 
left, escorts 
President John F. 
Kennedy to the 
speaker's platform 
for the university's 
forty-ninth 
commencement. 
Kennedy had just 
landed after an 
all-night flight from 
Hawaii. 
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President Kennedy makes a stirring plea for world peace and announces a bold initiative to halt the nuclear arms race. 

every thoughtful citizen who despairs of war 
and wishes to bring peace, should begin by 
looking inward, by examining his own atti
tude toward the possibilities of peace, toward 
the Soviet Union, toward the course of the 
Cold War, and toward freedom and peace 
here at home. " 

As Kennedy spoke, the crowd strained 
to listen. Planes buzzed overhead. Spec
tators shaded their eyes with their com
mencement programs. Those in caps and 
gowns were intolerably hot. 

Two people had to be taken to the hos
pital because of the heat. One was 
Thomas Countee, Jr., who was getting his 
B.A. Having been forced to leave Harvard 
in 1958 after a diving accident paralyzed 
him from the neck down, he returned 
home to Washington after rehabilitation, 
enrolled at AU, and completed his studies 
in a wheelchair. Despite the heat's bur
den, Countee held on not just until the 
president finished speaking, but until he 
got his own degree. Only then did he let 
himself be taken to the hospital. 

As the president spoke, seemingly 
oblivious to the temperature and his own 
fatigue, fortified perhaps by the impor
tance of his message, the audience con
centrated even harder on his words. Of 
his four points, Kennedy seemed to be 
spending an inordinate amount of time on 
the third: Americans' attitude toward the 
Cold War. 

He chided the Soviet Union's drive to 
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impose its political and economic system 
on others as "the primary cause of world 
tension today." To stop communist inter
ference in the self-determination of oth
ers, a move he asserted would virtually 
assure peace, Kennedy stressed the need 
for better understanding between the 
Soviets and Americans. 

''And increased understanding witt require 
increased contact and communication. One 
step in this direction is the proposed arrange
ment for a direct line between Moscow and 
Washington, to avoid on each side the danger
ous delays, misunderstandings, and misread
ings of the other's actions which might occur at 
a time of crisis." 

Another hopeful sign, he said, was arms 
control talks in Geneva, which Kennedy 
said would continue. He indicated that 
one major area of these negotiations 
where the end was in sight-yet where a 
fresh start was needed-was a treaty to 
outlaw nuclear tests and check the spiral
ing arms race. It is, the president stated, a 
goal "sufficiently important to require our 
steady pursuit." 

Then the president announced two 
important decisions. 

"First: [Soviet/ Chairman Khrushchev, 
[British/ Prime Minister Macmitlan, and I 

Some ten thousand spectators, including 991 
AU students receiving degrees, listen to 
President Kennedy's landmark address. 

have agreed that high-level discussions witt 
shortly begin in Moscow looking toward early 
agreement on a comprehensive test-ban treaty. 
Our hopes must be tempered with the caution 
of history-but with our hopes go the hopes of 
at! mankind. 

"Second: To make dear our good faith and 
solemn convictions on the matters, I now 
declare that the United States does not propose 
to conduct nuclear tests in the atmosphere so 
long as other states do not do so. We wilt not 
be the first to resume." 

Such a bold pronouncement was 
unprecedented in U.S. foreign affairs. 



Applause interrupted the speech for the 
first time. 

Now the audience listened more 
intently as the president turned to domes
tic peace and freedom. Alluding to raci~l 
unrest, the president said that all Amen
cans bear the responsibility to respect 
each other's rights and the law of the land. 
In closing, he asked, 

"is not peace, in the last analysis, basically a 
matter of human rights-the right to live out 
our lives without fear of devastation, the right 
to breathe air as nature provided it, the nght 
of future generations to a healthy existence?" 

As the president ended his address, 
received his honorary degree, and con
gratulated graduates, the full impact of his 
initiative began to take hold. A quarter
century later, its importance still looms 
large. 

AU paused this April 20 to commemo
rate the speech . Daylong activities 
included appraisals by AU professors, a 
showing of a film of that commencement 
address, and a reflection by Kennedy aide 
Sorensen, now an attorney with a New 
York law firm. 

The speech offered hope because of 
the prevailing climate of doom. This was 
the era of brinkmanship, where nuclear 
powers faced each other with full arsenals 
trying to make the other flinch. 

The situation was particularly acute 
because of the Cuban missile crisis just 

eight months earlier. According to Soren
sen, Kennedy and Khrushchev looked 
down the nuclear gun barrel and were ter
rified of what they saw. 

It was at that moment, Sorensen says, 
that Kennedy dedicated himself to seek
ing an alternative to the madness. His 
proposal to end atmospheric testing was a 
bold but welcome move at a time when 
such testing was commonplace. 

''We were shocked by the poisoning of 
the atmosphere that took place at 
Chernobyl in the Soviet Union not so 
long ago," Sorensen notes. "But w?at 
took place at Chernobyl was happenmg 
month after month after month in the 
years before 1963. The United States 
alone conducted two hundred tests in the 
atmosphere of nuclear weapons, and the 
Soviet Union conducted a like number." 
These tests spewed radiation into the 
atmosphere that contaminated the air, the 
water, even mothers' milk. 

In this context, peace seemed unattain
able, even a limited test-ban treaty. Ken
nedy didn't accept that opinion, however. 
As in the past, his own assertion that with 
dedication any goal was achievable turned 
doubters into believers. 

Reaction to his speech at AU was over
whelmingly favorable. Kennedy himself 
called it his "peace speech." First lady Jac
queline Kennedy later ranked it as one of 
the president's three finest, with his inau
gural address and his speech in Berlin a 
few weeks after the AU speech. Britain's 
Manchester Guardian termed it one of the 
great state papers of American history. 

Khrushchev hailed it as the greatest 
speech by a U.S. president since Franklin 
Roosevelt. He even stopped jamming 
Voice of America so the speech could be 
broadcast to the Soviet Union in its 
entirety. More important, he accepted 
Kennedy's invitation to negotiate a test
ban treaty. Actually, Khrushchev had 
accepted the weekend before Kennedy 
delivered the speech, while it was being 
revised at the White House. 

Kennedy's AU address brought an 
immediate thaw in U.S.-Soviet relations. 
Negotiations on a limited test-ban treaty 
began the following month in Moscow. 
The treaty was worked out in a relatively 
short period of time. Kennedy signed it 
in August, and the Senate ratified it Octo-

RECALLING THE SPEECH 

"H aving the president speak at com-
mencement was quite an honor," 

says Freda Pickman Strickler '63. "I had a 
friend at the University of Maryland. She 
only got the vice president." 

Norman Hochman '63 also felt hon
ored. ''Kennedy's speaking at AU showed 
me how important the university really 
was," he says. "My mother was more 
impressed by his being there than she 
was by my graduating." 

Helene Silber '63 says that the com
mencement is etched in her memory for
ever. "My whole family was there," she 
remembers. "I can still see the guards on 
top of the buildings beside the athletic 
field. It was a big occasion because of 
everything Kennedy represented-his 
style, the whole mood of optimism and 
idealism. He was someone we looked up 
to. " 

Faith Shrinsky Kirk '63 recalls that 
Kennedy affected her whole life. "He 
came to AU during the campaign in 1960 
when I was a freshman; then he returned 
at commencement," she says. "He was so 
youthful, more a contemporary of ours, 
someone we could relate to." 

Ziad H.ldilby, now a member of AU's 
board of trustees, received his M.B.A. at 
that commencement. "I'll remember that 
speech for the rest of my life,'' says ldi~by, 
who later earned his Ph.D . at AU and 1s 
now president and chief executive officer 
of SIFCORP, an international investment 
company. ''Today when the banning of 
nuclear testing is discussed, Kennedy's 
commencement address is always men
tioned. It's a landmark in AU history." 

Vadim Medish, professor and coordina
tor of Russian studies at AU, also recalls 
the 1963 commencement vividly. He 
earned his Ph.D. from the School of 
International Service and received the 
president's congratulat~ons. J:Ie says th~ 
speech, which the Sov1ets sttll re!er to as 
the first realistic appraisal of relattons 
between the two powers," made AU well
known in the Soviet Union. 

Medish adds, however, that Kennedy's 
quest did not die with the y?ung pr~si
dent in Dallas. "What he sa1d then IS what 
Gorbachev is saying now," Medish 
observes, ''that the quest for peace should 
be above politics." RS 
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STUDENfS' SPEAKERS BUREAU MARKS TWENTIETH YEAR 

When AU students founded the Ken
nedy Political Union (KPU) in 1968, 

its first speaker was Theodore Sorensen, 
former speechwriter for the late President 
John F. Kennedy. This spring KPU com
memorated its twentieth anniversary by 
inviting Sorensen to return. He noted 
that much has changed, especially KPU's 
growth in stature. 

AU's student-run, nonpartisan speakers 
bureau was founded amid the campus tur
moil of the sixties. In 1967, AU students 
submitted a list of speakers to the admin
istration for approval. It included radical 
activists Eldridge Cleaver, Stokely Carmi
chael, and Mark Rudd. The administra
tion rejected the students' suggestions. 

The Student Association, now the Stu
dent Confederation, decided that the 
administration's action was unfair. ft 
urged creation of a speakers bureau 
funded and operated solely by students, 
one whose objective would be to present 
speakers of all political affiliations to dis
cuss current events and topics. 

The newly formed speakers bureau was 
named in the summer of 1968 after the 
assassination in June of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy. Since President Kennedy had 
given AU's commencement address five 
years earlier, students felt naming the 
speakers bureau the Kennedy Political 
Union was an appropriate way to honor 
the Kennedy family's contributions to 

American government, politics, interna
tional affairs, and society. 

According to '87-'88 KPU director 
Michelle Tierney '88, the group fell under 
the scrutiny of the FBI, which in the late 
sixties and early seventies actively investi
gated many student groups. For KPU's 
first few years, Tierney says, the FBI 
considered it subversive, even though its 
first three speakers were Sorensen, con
servative William F. Buckley, Jr., and 
astronaut-politician John Glenn. 

Today, KPU is a nationally respected 
lecture series. ft remains student-funded 
and student-operated. Its aim is to pre
sent a variety of speakers and topics to 
the AU community- "often controversial, 
sometimes amusing, and always informa
tive," Tierney says. 

Recent KPU speakers have included 
Treasury Secretary James Baker, Sen. joe 
Biden, ABC News correspondent David 
Brinkley, political columnist Patrick 
Buchanan, Sen. Robert Dole, ABC 
News White House correspondent Sam 
Donaldson, former presidential candidate 
Gary Hart, Sen. Ted Kennedy, Soviet 
commentator Vladimir Posner, former 
Sen. John Tower, sexologist Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer, political columnist George 
Will, former British prime minister 
Harold Wilson, National Organization 
for Women president Molly Yard, and 
Atlanta mayor Andrew Young. RS 

Ted Sorensen reflects on JFK's 1963 speech in April at KPU commemoration. 
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ber 7, 1963-a month before his assas
sination. 

Sorensen cites five reasons Kennedy's 
AU speech is among the finest of his brief 
administration. It offered specific pro
posals for achieving peace, it brought 
results, it represented Kennedy's own 
undiluted views because it did not go 
through normal channels for review but 
was seen by only a handful of key aides, it 
changed the U.S. approach to dealing 
with the Soviet Union, and it portrayed 
the symmetry of the two countries, not 
the superiority of one over the other. 

Professor Duncan Clarke of AU's 
School of International Service, who took 
part in this spring's commemoration of the 
speech, concurs that it "represented an 
unprecedented conciliatory gesture 
toward the Soviet Union." He also asserts 
that the concept of detente between the 
two powers traces its roots not to the first 
Nixon administration "but to the speech 
of the president at T he American Univer
sity." Clarke sees the speech as a momen
tous occasion for the university, saying it 
can be "eternally proud" that Kennedy 
chose its commencement to make so dra
matic a.gesture for world peace. 0 

* * * 
JFK video offered 

A VHS videotape of President Kenne
dy's AU commencement address is 

available to contributors of $75 or more 
to the Class of 1963 Scholarship fund . 
T he videotape, produced this year by lit
erature professor and Media Center direc
tor Jack Jorgens, features an introduction 
by AU president Richard Berendzen and 
original music by Eric Harnden '84, '87 
produced at AU's electronic music studio. 

T o obtain a copy of the videotape, send 
a tax-deductible gift of $7 5 or more to 
Class of 1963 Scholarship, The American 
University, Sutton Center, 4400 Massa
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, DC 
20016. 

* * * 



J 
AUS PRESIDENTIAL TRADITION 

ohn F. Kennedy wasn't the first president to receive an honorary degree from The 
American University or to address an AU graduating class. AU's ties to the White 
House date back to the university's founding in 1893. A number of presidents have 
figured in AU history so far. 

* * * 
In 1898 William McKinley accepted the invitation of AU founder and chancellor 
Bishop john F. Hurst to serve as a member of the board of trustees on the condition 
that the next building on campus represent his native Ohio. The president added 
that he would help raise money for the building. Hurst agreed, and board president 
john E. Andrus asked McKinley to lay the new building's cornerstone. McKinley's 
assassination in September 1901 kept him from doing so, however. Excavation for 
the Ohio Building, renamed the McKinley Memorial Building, began later that fall, 
and the building was completed in April 1902. 

* * * 
Theodore Roosevelt, who succeeded McKinley, laid the cornerstone for the McKin
ley Building at ceremonies on May 14, 1902. He also visited AU during an excur
sion being held as part of the 1907 Methodist General Conference in Baltimore. 
Roosevelt was a member of AU's board of trustees from 1900 to 1919. 

* * * 
On May 27, 1914, Woodrow Wilson spoke at AU's official opening. Visitors attend
ing the ceremony arrived by automobile and by the new electric railroad, which had 
been completed for the special day. "The only thing that one can do in opening a 
university is to say we wish to add one more means of emancipating the human 

Theodore Roosevelt 
addresses a gathering 
at cornerstone-laying 
ceremonies for AU's 
McKinley Building in 
1901, just weeks after 
President McKinley's 
assassination. 
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Woodrow Wilson 
and platform guests 
at ceremonies 
marking the formal 
opening of the 
university on May 
27,1914. 

Franklin Roosevelt 
receives an honorary 
degree from AU 
chancellor Joseph 
M.M. Gray, right, at 
Gray's inauguration 
in March 1934. 
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mind," Wilson said, "emancipating it from fear, from misunderstanding
emancipating it from the dark and leading it into the light." Wilson returned to AU 
on November 14, 1917, this time to inspect training facilities of Company F, 24th 
Army Engineers, which were on campus during the war. 

* * * 
Warren G. Harding spoke at AU's commencement on june 8, 1921. He also served 
on AU's board of trustees from 1920 to 1923. 

* * * 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was the first president to receive an honorary degree from 
AU. He spoke at Constitution Hall on March 3, 1934, at ceremonies inaugurating 
joseph M. M. Gray as chancellor and announcing the establishment of the new 
School of Public Affairs. "It is a good thing for our American life that this university 
should be situated in the capital of our country," Roosevelt said. "It is good in the 
opportunity which it gives to higher education to come into a more intimate under
standing of the practical problems of what we call government." 

* * * 



Former President Herbert C. Hoover was scheduled to receive an honorary degree 
in 1949. He failed to get it, however, because he couldn't attend commencement 
exercises. Hoover served on AU's board of trustees from 1945 to 1950 and was an 
honorary trustee from 1950 to 1964. 

* * * 
Harry Truman received at the White House Oval Office participants of the Summer 
Institute for Teachers of American Government, held by AU in cooperation with the 
American Political Science Association in 1948. Truman was an honorary trustee of 
the university from 1959 to 1972. 

* * * 
Dwight D. Eisenhower received an honorary degree and delivered the keynote 
address at ground-breaking ceremonies for the School of International Service on 
june 9, 1957, as part of AU's commencement exercises. Eisenhower was an honor
ary trustee of the university from 1961 to 1969. 

* * * 
Former President Gerald R. Ford delivered two speeches on December 13, 1978, 
one on legal issues at the Washington College of Law and the other on the American 
political scene at Kay Spiritual Life Center. Ford came to AU at the invitation of AU 
president Joseph J. Sisco, who had been an under secretary of state in Ford's 
administration. 

Dwight Eisenhower 
speaks at the 
ground-breaking for 
AU's School of 
International Service 
during 
commencement in 
June 1957. 

Gerald Ford tours 
the campus with AU 
president Joseph 
Sisco, right, in 
December 1978. 
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Making up a monster: Todd Dellinger, 
who played the creature, designed his 
own makeup for AU's production of 
Frankenstein. 

ship of the Department of Performing 
Arts (DPA). 

For Bennett, writing the play coincided 
with the culmination of fifteen years of 
scholarship on the life and work of Mary 
Shelley. (See "Hunting for the Real Mary 
Shelley," p. 11). "Originally, I started my 
research wanting to know what Franken
stein was all about," says Bennett, who has 
edited three volumes of Mary Shelley's 
letters. "Writing the play gave me the 
opportunity to try to get inside Mary 
Shelley and express her concerns about 
the effect of a rapidly industrializing soci
ety upon individuals." 

Unlike previous theatrical productions, 
Bennett's script is faithful to the original 
novel, which portrays the monster, cre
ated by the obsessive scientist Victor 
Frankenstein, as representative of love 
and companionship. The monster turns 
to violence only after being repeatedly 
spurned by the people around him. ''The 
creature is lonely and unhappy," says 
Todd Dellinger, '89, who played him in 
the AU production. "His tragic flaw is his 
inability to control those feelings." 

For the scientist Frankenstein, the con· 
'-' flier is more subtle. He is driven to create 
z 
"' 0 

"' "' i 

~ 

life, but then refuses to assume responsi
bility for what he has done. "Frankenstein 
is not a bad guy," says Aaron Shields, '88, 
who portrayed Frankenstein in AU's pro-

>-
"' duction. "He's an obsessive and arrogant 
~ man who puts science on a pedestal, with 

- 0 5: tragic results." 

CREATING A FAITHFUL 

FRANKENSTE N 
AU production focuses on 

conflict between power and love 
An AU college dean, a group of AU 

students, and a veteran actor created a 
Frankenstein on campus this spring. 
Their theatrical production was an origi
nal adaptation of the 1818 novel authored 

by Mary Shelley. The script, written by 
College of Arts and Sciences dean Betty 
Bennett, and directed by her brother, film 
and stage actor Herbert Edelman, was 
performed by students under the sponsor-

By Mary Jo Binker 
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In Bennett's view, "Mary Shelley 
believed that love, not force, was the only 
valid means of restructuring the life of the 
individual and society. The monster's fail
ure to find acceptance and his subsequent 
violence were the logical result of a crea
tive act that celebrated technological 
power rather than human values of com
passion and concern." 

While writing her first play was unlike 
anything she'd ever done, Bennett found 
the experience "exhilarating and excit
ing." From the very beginning she had 
Edelman in mind for the director's slot, 
and she was delighted when he agreed to 
do the production. 

Edelman brought considerable experi
ence to his directorial debut. Most 
recently seen on the television shows 
"Golden Girls" and "St. Elsewhere," he 
also has been featured in "Murder She 



Wrote," "Cagney and Lacey," and "Love, 
American Style." His stage and screen 
credits include Luv, Chapter Two, Barefoot 
in the Park, The Odd Couple, and The Way 
We Were. 

In lieu of compensation for directing 
Frankenstein, Edelman asked that a DPA 
student receive a scholarship in his name. 
The director had high praise for his AU 
student cast. "They're marvelous," he 
said. "Several of them could work on 
Broadway tomorrow." 

For the AU students, the challenges of 
dealing with an original script and working 
with a professional actor like Edelman 
offered unique opportunities for learning 
the craft of acting. "You always had to be 
on your toes," says Aaron Shields, 
"because you never knew what he was 
going to do next. One night, at rehearsal, 
he came in and handed us each a tissue 
with his aftershave on it and said, 'Smell 
this.' We all said, 'It smells like you, Herb.' 
He looked at us and said, 'That's a good 
point. What does your character smell 
like?'" 

Now that the AU production is fin
ished, Bennett and Edelman are consider
ing other possible productions of their 
Frankenstein, but the dean says, "this cast 
wi ll always be special. They first brought 
the play to life." 0 

Betty Bennett with brother and Franken
stein collaborator Herbert Edelman. 

HUNTING FOR THE REAL MARY SHELLEY 

College of Arts and Sciences dean Betty 
Bennett subtitled her third volume of 

Mary Shelley"s letters "What Years I Have 
Spent!'' The same could be said of the lit
erature professor and university adminis
trator who for the last fifteen years has 
collected, analyzed, annotated, and pub
lished 1, 2 7 6 of the nineteenth-century 
writer's letters. Widely regarded as a 
world authority on Mary Shelley, Ben
nett's two previous volumes, printed in 
1980 and 1983, received favorable 
reviews in both the scholarly and the 
popular press. 

Bennett's achievement is all the more 
remarkable because since 1970 she has 
been a full-time adcademic administrator, 
first at the State University of New York 
at Stony Brook and then at Pratt Insti
tute, before coming to AU in 1985. 

Bennett's quest for the real Mary Shel
ley began when she first read Frallken
stein. Intrigued by the woman who had 
produced an "instant myth" at age nine
teen, she wanted to know more about 
her. When a colleague suggested that she 
do a new edition of Mary Shelley's letters, 
Bennett accepted the challenge. "'The 
Mary Shelley I found in those first letters 
didn't square with the conventional image 
of Mary Shelley as a hack writer married 
to a more famous spouse [the romantic 

poet Percy Bysshe Shelley] and ambiva
lent about her career," says Bennett. ''She 
was a serious and talented writer with 
strong social and political views." 

To present Mary Shelley as "the com
plex person that she was," Bennett 
decided to read the material with fresh 
eyes, to annotate the letters historically 
and biographically, and to hunt for other 
letters. 

Those decisions sent her as far afield as 
Australia, looking for material in libraries 
and private collections . Over the years 
her research was supported by grants 
from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities , the American Council of 
Learned Societies, and the Pforzheimer 
Library. 

Once she discovered additional letters, 
she had to transcribe them , date them, 
and annotate their contents. This last 
task Bennett describes as entering "terri
tory never explored." To identify the 
events that Mary Shelley wrote about, 
Bennett read contemporary newspapers 
and other documents of the time. She 
also researched biographies and other his
toric records to learn the identities of peo
ple to whom and about whom Mary 
Shelley wrote. 

Occasionally the work yielded some 
surprises. At one point, Bennett spent 
two years trying to find out about two 
men who figured in Shelley's correspon
dence . Finally, after piecing together the 
evidence, including a codicil to an old 
will, she determined that not only were 
the two men one and the same person
they were actually a woman successfully 
impersonating a man . 

Even though she has collected more 
than double the number of Shelley letters 
known to be in existence, Bennett is cer
tain that she doesn't have them all. 
''There are gaps ,' ' she says. ''For example 
there are no letters to her father [English 
writer and reformer] William Godwin.'' 
Occasional letters still turn up, but Ben
nett says, ''it's more important to link up 
what's there than to worry about what's 
mlSSmg.' ' 

MJB 
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I N the television-lashing movie 
Network, mad prophet of the 
airwaves Howard Beal 
exhorts viewers to turn off 

TV, stand up, and yell, ''I'm mad as hell, 
and I'm not going to take it anymore." 
And they do. But in real life, people sit 
with the TV on night after night and take 
it. Their complacency puzzles Washington 
Post TV critic Tom Shales. 

''I'm always taken aback when I get a 
letter from someone saying, 'We love tele
vision just as it is, and why must you pick 
on it?'" he says. ''I'm thinking, you love it 
just as it is? What are you, nuts? Nobody 
loves it just as it is-or nobody should." 

Shales insists that TV can do better. "I 
think I'm good at knowing what stinks but 
probably not good at knowing how to fix 
it," he says. "If I were good at fixing it, I'd 
probably be working in television instead 
of standing on the sidelines and throwing 
rocks." 

Right now, Shales is the hottest rock
thrower in the business. He won this 
year's Pulitzer Prize for criticism and the 
American Society of Newspaper Editors' 
(ASNE) distinguished writing award. Last 
year The American University, which 
presented him its 1978 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award, honored him with the 
College of Arts and Sciences Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to Film and 
TV Culture. He reviews movies for 
National Public Radio's "Morning Edi
tion." One hundred sixty newspapers 
carry his syndicated Post column, "On the 
Air"-more than any other TV critic. 

What's more, his brickbats hit their 
mark. "Terrible Tom, the TV tiger, nee
dles the networks and delights readers," 
Time magazine declares. "He has been 
called brilliant, thoughtful, incisive, and 
screamingly funny. Also infuriating, cruel, 
and unfair." TV executives surveyed last 
year by Electronic Media magazine named 
Shales both their favorite and least favor
ite critic; many voted both ways. 

"Tom dominates his field," Post execu
tive editor Ben Bradlee boasts. "His biting 
wit and love of television are awesome." 

Shales, who sees himself as just "one 
independent-minded jerk spouting off," 
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CRITIC 
ACCLAIMED 

Pulitzer -winner 
Tom Shales '71 
keeps an eye 

on1V 

appreciates the recognttlOn but laments 
t~at winning the Pulitzer hasn't changed 
his life. "People are absolutely as con
temptuous of me as they always were. 
Elevator doors continue to slam in my 
face. Cars continue to splash me with 
mud. No one has offered me a raise. Here 
at the paper, people continue to scowl at 
me when they see me." 

Despite his self-deprecation, Shales 
doesn't underestimate the importance of 
TV. "It has seeped into every nook and 
cranny," he notes. "It's a fait accompli that 
television is enormously important, more 
important than movies or theatre, 
because it isn't just an artistic medium. In 
fact, that's the least of what it is. It's this 
informational source, this strangely addic
tive home companion. It's now the politi
cal forum for the United States. It sets 
standards and trends in all aspects of our 
daily lives. I don't think you can overstate 
it." 

Shales also admires the intimacy of TV, 
especially its capacity for companionship. 
"I live alone, so I probably married it," he 
says. "But even for people who don't live 
alone, there are moments with television 
when it's like a sedative, a tranquilizer, an 
anti-depressant. It's been called the plug
in drug, but I don't think that's always 
bad. There are times when you need a 
little dose of it." 

By Roland S. Sweet 

MIDWESTERN ROOTS 
Shales' first look at TV came in the 

mid-fifties when he was growing up in 
Elgin, Illinois, outside Chicago. It was a 
novelty and for most Americans a luxury. 
Families who did own sets, however, 
were captivated, especially by the many 
live shows, which were always unpredict
able, often brilliant, and occasionally dar
ing. 

"I get very irritated when young critics 
say that the Golden Age of Television is a 
myth," Shales says. "They see some old 
beaten-up kinescope and they see the 
camera shake or they see the mike 
shadow in the shot, and they go, 'Oh, 
well, how primitive.' They don't realize 
that we were seeing the greatest actors in 
America on television and had great play
wrights writing for it. There absolutely 
was a Golden Age, and it will never hap
pen again." 

Shales saw it all on his family's fourteen
inch RCA mahogany console set. He also 
talked about it. "I remember one teacher 
in junior high school just got sick of me 
mouthing off giving my opinion about 
television shows and made me leave the 
room once," Shales says, but adds, "He 
just wrote me a note to congratulate me 
on winning the Pulitzer." 

Actually, Shales credits his teachers 
with encouraging him to write for his 
junior high paper. Later, as coeditor of his 
high school paper, he appointed himself 
movie and TV critic. 

Eager to pursue journalism in college, 
Shales also longed to come to Washing
ton. He chose AU "because something 
about it appealed to me. For one thing, it 
didn't have a football team. I didn't want 
to go to one of these 'boola-boola, rah-rah
rah' schools, so it was really kind of an 
ideal school for me." 

Shales recalls being a good student until 
he started writing for the school paper. 
"My grades went completely to hell," he 
says without regret. "Working on the 
Eagle prepared me for what I would later 
do as no class could have." 

From reviewing TV and film for the 
Eagle, Shales moved up to editor in chief. 
As such, he helped marshal student oppo-
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..;-~.-.t -- IE Pulitzer Prize-winning critic Tom Shales in his Washington Post office. 

sition to the Vietnam war, including lead
ing a boycott when General Lewis 
Hershey, head of the military draft, came 
to speak at AU. 

Besides running the Eagle, Shales 
reviewed movies for Susan Stamberg's 
afternoon show on AU radio station 
WAMU-FM. To help pay tuition, he also 
worked mornings at the Voice of Amer
Ica. 

Despite keeping busy at AU, he had 
fun. "It was a very festive atmosphere. 
Ann Beattie was running the literary mag
azine. There were others who went on to 
pretty good careers in journalism. We 
were a glittering group for our time." 

While still at AU, Shales became enter
tainment editor of the Washington Exam
iner, a job he calls "a large step down from 
unemployment. They wanted people who 
were wet behind the ears and would work 
cheap. It was a very unpleasant experi
ence in many ways, but it was experi
ence." 

Leaving that paper, Shales free-lanced. 
Around 1969 or 1970 he had applied to 
the Post for a job as movie critic. The 
paper chose Gary Arnold instead, but 
began using Shales part time. In late 
1971, the Post hired him full time. 

For five years he was a general assign
ment reporter on "Style," the paper's pro
gressive arts-and-lifestyle section, then 
became a critic under TV editor Sander 
Vanocur. The Post named Shales its chief 

TV critic in 1977. After Vanocur left in 
1979, Shales added the title of TV editor. 

SHALES PRO AND CON 
Shales and TV have come a long way 

from Illinois and his family's fourteen-inch 
black-and-white set. His Arlington, Vir
ginia, home has three big-screen color 
TVs. His Post office holds three more, 
plus three VCRs and hundreds of tapes. 
He admits to being a "fanatical saver" and 
has files stuffed with program informa
tion, photos, and other "videobilia" to 
prove it. The overflow buries his desk. 

By contrast, his writing is uncluttered. 
His editors marvel at his ability to pro
duce clear, clever, readable copy under 
deadline pressures. His famous wit shows 
itself best in so-called throwaway lines. 
On Farrah Fawcett, for instance: "Maybe 
it's the hair. Maybe it's the teeth. Maybe 
it's the intellect. No, it's the hair." On 
Ronald Reagan: ''The camera loves him 
so much that he can't understand why 
other people have to intrude on his 
chummy relationship." On the departure 
of Tom Brokaw from ''Today" and Tom 
Snyder from ''Tomorrow" in 1981: "It 
was the best of Toms, it was the worst of 
Toms." 

Although Shales insists that his readers 
prefer negative reviews to raves "because 
a pan is more likely to be funny," he 
excels equally when his subject is one 

whose work he admires, such as Johnny 
Carson (whom he dubs "comic laureate of 
the United States"), Dan Rather, Bill 
Moyers, or Norman Lear. Indeed, the 
ASNE award was for his appreciations of 
Ray Bolger, David Susskind, Danny 
Kaye, Rita Hayworth, and Fred Astaire. 

As a critic, Shales tries to guide viewers 
through the growing array of program 
choices available on network and cable 
channels. ''There are two kinds of televi
sion viewers," he observes, "those who 
turn the set on automatically and those 
who only turn on the set to see a program 
that has sparked a certain unusual inter
est. I write for the latter." 

Shales usually can tell five or ten min
utes into a program whether it's going to 
be worthwhile. "Most of the stuff is terri
ble, but it's terrible in an insignificant way, 
so why work yourself into a lather?" he 
says. "What you can do is try to encour
age the really good stuff and discourage 
the really bad." He admits that some TV 
is worth watching: "Late Night with 
David Letterman," "ALF," and "Pee 
Wee's Playhouse." 

His target isn't bad TV so much as the 
industry executives who foist it off on 
viewers. "Without becoming a dema
gogue about it or imagining yourself some 
knight in shining armor riding forth 
against the forces of evil, you want to be 
on the side of the victims of television
the people who watch it-against the 
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SHALES IN REVIEW 

Tom Shales' 1988 Pulitzer Prize was 
awarded on the basis of ten of his 

reviews from 1987. Here are excerpts 
from four of them: 

"Some TV shows seem to call less for a 
review than for an exorcism. Such is the 
case with 'The Morning Program,' CBS's 
new, daily, 90-minute dawn-breaker that 
premiered yesterday in a time slot abdi
cated after years of dutiful Titanic launch
ings by CBS News. 

"Watching it was like waking up and 
finding the house overrun with last night's 
party guests, most of them stewed to the 
gills and gabby as all get out. 

"Think about it: Does television really 
need a program for viewers who find the 
'Today' show on NBC and 'Good Morn
ing America' on ABC too intellectually 
demanding?" 

- from "Flop O'The Morning," 
January 13. 

"Seen any good television lately? It's 
increasingly likely that you have. One of 
the great things about TV is its infinite 
capacity for rejuvenation. Who knows but 
that its second childhood might even sur
pass its first." 

- from "Video Nouveau," 
Aprill2. 

"'Hooperman' and 'The Slap Maxwell 
Story,' two weirdly wonderful ABC come
dies premiering tonight, are so good you 
may not only want to watch them, you 
may want to buy each of them a drink. At 
the very least, a toast should be raised: to 
the good health of shows like this." 

-from "Two Pearls in Prime 
Time," September 23. 

"Admit it, it was thrilling. Ronald 
Reagan, Mikhail Gorbachev, the signing 
of the treaty, the ceremonial panoply, the 
quotations from Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
and that little saunter the two world lead
ers took down a red-carpeted hallway 
between the East Room and the State 
Dining Room of the White House .... 
Undoubtedly there are those who think 
there's been too much summit coverage. 
Surely the networks will report having 
received phone calls of protest over pre
empted soap operas. Just as surely, most 
who watched the ceremonies and caught 
the little grace notes yesterday have to be 
encouraged." 

-from ''The Pageant on a Day of 
Grace," December 9. 

Milton Berle, left, a veteran of the Golden Age ofTelevision, with Shales. 
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armed forces of television, these giant 
corporations getting more gigantic all the 
time that run the mass media in this coun
try," Shales says. "If I weren't upsetting 
these people, I would be worried." 

He's already worried that he isn't upset
ting TV executives as much as he used to. 
"I think the danger in this job is that you 
just get resigned to the banality of televi
sion, and it doesn't provoke you as much 
as it used to,'' he observes. "I have to go 
away every now and then to recharge my 
indignation batteries." 

Although Shales takes the TV indus
try's mixed reviews of him as proof that he 
must be doing his job, he resents accusa
tions that he hates TV. "How could I hate 
it and stick with it all these years?" he 
wonders. "I don't hate it. I'm fascinated 
with it. That fascination ebbs and flows, 
but it never goes away because television 
never goes away-and until it does I'll be 
all right." 

LOOKING AHEAD 
His big problem covering TV now is 

keeping up with changes. "You try to see 
patterns, whether it's the way something 
is being covered in the news or the way 
commercials are being photographed with 
that silly jiggly camera or the way formerly 
verboten words pop up in sitcoms,'' he 
says. "It's fun to look at these patterns and 
try to see trends and figure out what they 
mean." 

Shales will continue to observe them. 
Having already witnessed most of TV's 
history and chronicled the better-and 
the worse-part of it, he is abler than 
most to make sense of what unfolds. "I 
find I want to set an endurance record at 
the job," he says. "I want to show that 
someone can retain at least a hint of san
ity." 

Otherwise, his goals are more modest. 
''I'd like to have enough money so that I'm 
not constantly worried about money, I'd 
like to lose another forty or fifty pounds, 
and I'd like to get my office cleaned up," 
he says. He doesn't know when he might 
accomplish any of these. "I'm just a very 
short-range type of guy. I think that may 
be a part of television addiction." 

But he has given some long-range 
thought to reincarnation. "In my next life 
I'll probably be something like a butcher," 
he predicts. "I guess I was born to cut 
things up." 0 



Commencement 
comes home 

The class of '88 graduated 
May 15 in the first on

campus commencement in 
twenty years. Nearly four hun
dred graduate students received 
degrees in a morning ceremony; 
a second ceremony in the after
noon accommodated 868 
undergraduates. Both were held 
in the new Bender Arena, com
pleted earlier this year. Lack of a 
suitably-sized facility on campus 
had previously necessitated that 
graduations be held at different 
Washington locations. 

Besides a new location, the 
event featured newly designed 
"old glory blue" regalia and an 

expanded program. 
At the graduate ceremony, 

honorary degrees were con
ferred on former Supreme Court 
justice Lewis Powell and Sen. 
Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.). Byrd, a 
1963 graduate of AU's Washing
ton College of Law, gave the 
commencement address. 

Principal speakers at the 
undergraduate ceremony were 
AU president Richard Berend
zen and graduating senior Darla 
Domke. Actress Helen Hayes, 
who had been scheduled to 
receive an honorary degree and 
to address the undergraduates, 
cancelled due to illness. 

Bender Arena was transformed for the occasion with floor seating and 
a stage underneath the scoreboard. A twelve-foot-wide replica of the 
university seal, spotlit on a floor-to-ceiling black backdrop, provided 
the focal point. 

Campus News 

Former Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell at the graduate cere
mony, where he received an honorary doctor of laws degree. 
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Senator Byrd is introduced by 
AU president Richard Berend
zen. Byrd received an honorary 
doctor of public service degree. In 
his address, Byrd urged the grad
uates to fend off attacks on the 
Constitution which threaten our 
democracy. 

In a tradition carried over from 
past ceremonies, the platform 
party processed to Scottish music, 
provided this year by the Clan 
Campbell Pipes and Drums. 

6 Darla Domke was selected to v; 

i address her fellow graduates from 
Q, a field of thirty applicants. Selec
~ tion criteria included grades, cam
£ pus activities, and speaking 
0 ability. Domke received a B.A. 
b magna cum laude from the 
it School of International Service. 

16 AMERICAN 

''Heard on Campus'' 

"Third world countries [think) the protection of intel
lectual property [through patents, copyrights, and 
trademarks] hinders their efforts to modernize. This 
reasoning is dangerous. If developing countries don't 
protect their inventors' rights, they will find the devel
opment they seek elusive.'' 

-International Trade Commission chair Susan Liebeler, 
at a conference on U.S. trade laws and developing countries 
sponsored by the Washington College of Law and the Inter
national Law Society, March 31. 

''We've got to take a deep look into ourselves and ask 
what do we mean by peace? We talk of peace and yet 
we support war. We are in a miserable state today. I 
can't find a place where people are living peacefully. 
Unless we do something meaningful and drastic, we're 
not going to be able to save the world from nuclear 
holocaust.'' 

-Arun Gandhi, Indian journalist and grandson of 
Mahatma Gandhi, at a Table Talk discussion sponsored by 
Campus Ministries, April6. 

"This is a deep issue-domestic violence. Women 
are dying all over the world, whether they are killed 
by their husbands or driven to suicide because they 
have no economic alternatives. The issue is one of 
power domination-one group over another. It is a 
power struggle. Our aim is to empower the 
powerless.'' 

-Flavia Agnes, co-founder, Women s Center, Bombay, 
India, and survivor of domestic violence, speaking at the 
Women s Fair held as part of Women s Awareness Month, 
ApriiJJ. 

''In science it's not enough just to work hard, you 
have to be intelligent and motivated, and you must 
possess a critical spirit, which leads to intuition.'' 

-Sir Derek H. R. Batton, Nobel Prize-winning chem
ist, who gave the 1988 Mary Aldridge Lecture, sponsored 
by the Department of Chemistry, April 21. 



Matthew Peterson 

Truman Scholarship 
goes to AU sophomore 

A n AU sophomore has 
received the prestigious 

Harry S. Truman Scholarship, 
an annual grant of $7,000 for 
two years of undergraduate 
school and up to two years of 
graduate study. Matthew Peter
son is the fifth AU student to 
win the scholarship since Con
gress established the program 
twelve years ago. 

Intended as the nation's living 
memorial to President Truman, 

the scholarship recognizes col
lege sophomores demonstrating 
commitment to a public service 
career at the federal, state, or 
local level. The Truman Foun
dation awards approximately 
105 scholarships each year
one for each state and three dis
tricts plus fifty-two awarded 
at-large. 

Peterson was the winner from 
his native Minnesota. In his 
essay for the scholarship com
mittee, Peterson wrote about 
the effect of the Iran-Contra 
affair on the people's faith in 
government leaders' account
ability. "If the people begin to 
seriously doubt the accountabil
ity of the leaders they elect," he 
wrote, "functional democratic 
government founders upon the 
very question of its own legiti
macy as the vehicle appointed 
to execute the will of the peo
ple." 

Peterson plans to continue 
studying international relations 
at AU and go to graduate 
school. He wants to work in for
eign service, then perhaps 
domestic politics. 

"The broad education I'm get
ting here is building a good foun
dation for me," he says. 

FIRST BENDER ARENA CONCERTS- Political satirist Mark Rus
sell poked fun at the 1988 presidential campaign during his campus 
appearance on March 31. Approximately thirteen hundred people 
attended Russell's performance, which was sponsored by the Kennedy 
Political Union. On April 9, singer Judy Collins and the Delaware 
Symphony entertained a crowd of more than fifteen hundred. 

John Kokus, left, and Kenneth Luchs, center, congratulate Nick Zuppas 
'89, Kristen Kisiel '88, and Andrew Schwarz '88. 

Prizes awarded in 
Shannon & Luchs 
contest 

Three AU undergraduates 
won prizes in the first annual 

Shannon & Luchs real estate 
contest in April. Co-sponsored 
by the real estate company's 
commercial brokerage division 
and the Kogod College of Busi
ness Administration's Real 
Estate Center, the competition 
required the students to submit 
a practical solution to one of 
three mock investment pro
posals. 

Nick Zuppas '89 won the 
$1,000 first prize plus the 
opportunity to interview for a 
full-time internship or job with 
the firm's commercial real estate 
division for his proposal to 
develop the Colespring Center 
in Silver Spring, Maryland. Kris
ten Kisiel '88 won the $250 sec
ond place for her analysis of the 
marketability of the Piccard 
Building in Rockville, Mary
land, while Andrew Schwarz '88 
took the $150 third prize for his 
plan for the Colespring Center 
in Silver Spring. 

"I was surprised at the contes
tants' diligence and response," 
says Robert Scheer, Shannon & 
Luchs vice president and 
regional manager and the con
test's organizer. "The proposals 
showed a good understanding of 
real estate fundamentals, a great 

deal of incisiveness, and a lot of 
legwork." 

Among the contest judges 
were AU trustee Kenneth 
Luchs, executive vice president 
of Shannon & Luchs, and john 
Kokus, director of KCBA's Real 
Estate Center. 

RFK BOOK AWARDS- Novelist 
Toni Morrison came to campus in 
May for a forum honoring winners 
of the 1988 Robert F. Kennedy 
Book Awards. The annual 
awards, sponsored by the Robert 
F. Kennedy Memorial and AU's 
School of Communication, honor 
recently published works that 
exemplify Kennedy's concern for 
the poor and the powerless. This 
year's awards went to Morrison 
for Beloved and to the late Pauli 
Murray for Song in a Weary Throat. 
Dan Jacobs's The Brutality of 
Nations and Mary King's Freedom 
Smzg received honorable mentions. 
Morrison, Jacobs, and King spoke 
about their books at the forum, 
which was moderated by Arthur 
M. Schlesinger, Jr. 
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Michael Richman at the Lincoln Memorial 

Reviving a reputation: 
An art historian looks at 
Daniel Chester French 

Everyone recognizes the statue in the 
Lincoln Memorial. But ask the mon
ument's visitors who sculpted the 

brooding form, and few know. 
"It's ironic that the artist who created 

such a national icon is today forgotten," 
says AU art historian Michael Richman. 
"It's even stranger when you consider how 
much information we actually have about 
Daniel Chester French and his work." 

Now preparing a three-volume edition 
of French's letters and a catalogue 
raisonne, set for publication in 1990, 
Richman hopes to restore the sculptor's 
reputation as one of America's foremost 
public monument makers. Resources for 
the project include a collection of 31,000 
letters as well as preliminary studies and 
working models for more than 125 public 
sculptures and over 5,000 photographs 
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housed at Chesterwood, the sculptor's 
summer home and studio in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. 

According to Richman, the project is 
intended to be "a first-person biography 
about the man, his art, and his times." 
French (1850-1931) was one of the 
most prolific and best-known public 
sculptors of his day. Besides the Lincoln 
Memorial statue (1922), his other major 
commissions include the Samuel F. 
Dupont (1921) and Thomas Gallaudet 
Memorials (1889) in Washington, D.C.; 
the statue of john Harvard ( 1884) and the 
doors of the public library in Boston 
( 1904); and the statues of Alma Mater 
( 1903) at Columbia University and The 
Continents at the entrance of the United 
States Customs House ( 1907), both in 
New York City. 

French was also active in a number of 
professional and artistic groups, serving as 
president of the National Sculpture Soci
ety and as an original member and the 
second chairman of the Commission of 

Fine Arts, a federal agency which reviews 
designs for buildings, sculpture, and other 
artworks commissioned with government 
funds . In addition, he was a trustee and 
curator of sculpture at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and on that institution's 
executive and purchasing committees. 

A modest, unassuming man, French 
"was an unusual combination of artist and 
shrewd businessman," says Richman. 
"His talent lay in his ability to satisfy both 
his clients' demands and his own artistic 
needs in the same project." French was 
attuned to his times, able to create works 
that embodied the optimism of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

However, when heroic, figurative sculp
ture went out of fashion, so did an appre
ciation of French's talent. It has only been 
in the last fifteen years that scholars have 
begun to reappraise his contributions to 
American art. 

As one of the country's leading sculp
tural scholars, Richman believes French's 
"particular artistic genius was his ability to 
take one attribute about a man or an idea 
and make it believable." The Lincoln 
project was a case in point. The sculptor 
wrote, "What I wanted to convey was the 
mental and physical strength of the great 
president and his confidence in his ability 
to carry the thing through to a successful 
finish. If any of this gets over, I think it is 
probably as much due to the whole pose 
of the figure and particularly to the action 
of the hands as to the expression of the 
face." 

Equally important to the history of 
American art was the encouragement 
French gave aspiring sculptors. Unable to 
accept all the commissions offered, he fre
quently directed potential clients to youn
ger associates. And assistants working 
directly with him were often credited in 
the sculpture inscriptions. 

Even though Richman is a native Wash
ingtonian and says he's been going to the 
Lincoln Memorial all his life, he didn't 
become seriously interested in French 
until he was a graduate student. "One 
summer, I studied public sculpture in 
Washington with a local sculptor, Bruce 
Moore, who learned his art from French's 
contemporaries. In great measure because 
of him, I wrote my doctoral dissertation 
on French's early career." 



Sculptor Daniel Chester French with a 
preliminary study and a final model of the 
statue now iocated in the Lincoln Memorial 

After a Kress Fellowship at the National 
Gallery of Art and a stint as a special assis
tant to the director of the National Por
trait Gallery, Richman organized the first 
major exhibition of French's work in 
197 4- 77 at the National Trust for His
toric Preservation. Subsequently, he 
became editor of the sculptor's papers 
with funding from the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission, 
which continues to support the project 
today. In 1986 Richman came to AU 
where he combines teaching art history 
with his editing duties. 

Once the papers are published, Rich
man plans to do some writing of his own 
on French and public monument making. 
"Few people in their lifetime have the 
opportunity to resurrect an important art
ist from obscurity," he notes. "French 
deserves to be remembered." 
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Brett Williams in a downtown Washington neighborhood 

A scholarly look at the 
experience of integration 

Brett Williams believes in integration. 
But she knows first hand the prob
lems and pitfalls to its achievement. 

Her new book Upscaling Downtown, 

Beyond the monuments: 
looking for the 
real Washington 

Upscaling Downtown grew out of Brett 
Williams's frustration that "residential 
Washington isn't taken seriously. People 
act as though no one lives here." This 
past semester Williams and the students 
in her honors class- Washington D.C. 
The City as Text-went looking for that 
other Washington. 

Williams used field trips to monu
ments, local neighborhoods, and historic 
sites to introduce her students to the 
Washington that lies beyond the tourist 
attractions. Students studied the city's 
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Stalled Gentrification in Washington, D. C. 
discusses the failure of integration in a 
neighborhood she calls Elm Valley. 

When Williams, an associate professor 
of anthropology and director of AU's 
American Studies program, studied the 
neighborhood in the early 1980s, high 

architecture, street layout, and neigh
borhoods. They also kept journals, 
wrote papers, or undertook independent 
projects such as designing walking tours, 
monitoring D.C. city council meetings, 
or researching the federal government's 
involvement in the District's organiza
tion and governance. 

Williams, an AU faculty member since 
1976, says such on-the-spot instruction 
brings Washington's diversity into sharp 
focus. It also gives students a model for 
how a city develops and changes over 
time. "Washington is both unique and 
representative of American cities," she 
says. "Studying it from both perspec
tives gives students an uncommon edu
cational experience." 

interest rates and a depressed housing 
market had stalled the white middle class 
movement back to cities like Washington. 
As a result, Elm Valley became a partly
gentrified community that was temporar
ily well-integrated. 

Williams, who lived in the neighbor
hood from 1976-1986 believes that inte
gration failed there because the new 
middle-class arrivals could not "root their 
connections and resources in the local 
life" of long-time black residents and 
recent refugees from Central America and 
Southeast Asia. "Despite their rhetoric, 
they did not really know how to live in an 
integrated neighborhood," she says. 

Because she already knew many of the 
people, Williams had a unique vantage 
point from which to study the commu
nity. ''This study showed me how social 
class influences the way in which people 
see the city and use it," she says. "People 
with fewer resources tend to dig into a 
place. They know their neighborhood 
better; they build traditions and strong 
relationships with one another. People 
who are better off economically have a 
broader approach to the city. They tend 
to travel outside the neighborhood for 



almost all goods and services, and their 
ties to the local community are not as 
strong." 

Williams found that gentrification 
improved Elm Valley property values at 
the expense of the rich culture of poorer 
residents. "Many of the black families 
who bought houses in the neighborhood 
in the sixties came from North Carolina," 
notes the anthropologist, whose book is 
the first to trace Washington's Carolina 
connection. "Through a complex web of 
relationships with their Washington neigh
bors and their North Carolina relatives, 
they kept their regional traditions alive 
and created a tight community within the 
Elm Valley neighborhood." 

Unfortunately, death and a changing 
economy began to break up this world in 
the late seventies and early eighties. "The 
children and grandchildren of these origi
nal owners haven't done as well financially 
as their parents and grandparents did," 
says Williams, "so they can't afford to 
keep the houses when the original owners 
die or go to nursing homes. Family mem
bers who want to stay in the neighbor
hood usually rent apartments, but these 
are becoming harder to find as rental units 
are turned into high-priced condomin-

. iums. The net result is that family mem
bers are scattering to the suburbs, where 
distance makes keeping close ties and tra
ditions much harder." 

Gentrification made less of an impact 
on "Main Street," Elm Valley's business 
section during these years. What to the 
newer white residents looked like bums 
loitering on the streets was in reality a 
dense network of relationships between 
the neighborhood's black, hispanic, and 
Asian men, Williams found. By actually 
following people on their daily routes, she 
learned that, besides shopping, they were 
bartering with each other for goods and 
services, and socializing. "When the white 
residents wanted 'to clean up the streets,' 
other community members fought them 
off, with the result that commercial devel
opment of the type that white residents 
would prefer has been slow to come to 
Elm Valley," Williams says. 

While the adults in Elm Valley had dif
fering views of each other's lives and pur
suits, their pre-school children formed 
strong bonds fostered by television, Wil-

Iiams found. "Through shared languages, 
costumes, props, and games, the children 
translated the characters they saw on tele
vision into a meaningful folk tradition for 
themselves," she says. "Even refugee chil
dren participated, which helped them 
adapt to the neighborhood." 

Sadly, Williams feels these bonds were 

view their counterparts in more negative 
terms because of the stylized images they 
saw on television. "It's hard to say, but 
perhaps Elm Valley's sympathies might 
have been more elastic had television pro
vided less damning and frightening ways 
of life," Williams speculates. "People 
might have reacted to one another in a 

Brett Williams, right, and some of the students in her class, Washington D.C. The City as Text 
study the architecture of a Washington neighborhood. ' 

of short duration for the more affluent 
white children. "As soon as they were old 
enough, their parents enrolled them in 
private schools often at some distance 
from the neighborhood,'' Williams says. 
Sports, music lessons, and other extracur
ricular activities, also located outside the 
community, further weakened the bonds 
the children had with others in the neigh
borhood. 

While television brought young chil
dren together, Williams thinks it posed a 
barrier to meaningful contact for adults. 
The poorer people, who watched "Dallas" 
and the more affluent neighbors, who 
favored "Hill Street Blues,'' tended to 

more positive way." 
Elm Valley's experience with integra

tion does suggest that it takes more than 
good will to create a community that can 
meet the needs of a diverse population. 
"Ultimately many white middle-class peo
ple who want to reclaim a piece of the 
vibrant central city are going to have to 
change," Williams says. "They need to 
learn from the cultural world built by 
those who preceded them; they need to 

develop some of the same skills as they 
look inward . I believe that those of us 
who want to live in such areas have to 
take on that job ." 
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Students 
AU student 
goes to 
comedy college 

W hen Steve O'Connor '89 audi
tioned for the Kennedy Center 
Theatre Lab comedy whodunit 

Shear Madness, he figured he didn't stand a 
chance of landing the part he wanted. He 
thought that he was probably too young 
and that the director might think a college 
student couldn't handle the responsibility 
of nightly performances in professional 
theatre. 

That was in August 1987. Shear Mad
ness, a zany audience-participation mys
tery, turned out to be a hit. The show is 
still running, and O'Connor is still playing 
the part of Mike Thomas, the cop's young 
undercover sidekick. 

"As many times as I've done this show, 
I'm still learning," he says. "Before Shear 
Madness, I didn't know much about doing 
comedy. Now I understand more about 
timing and all the things that go into good 
comedy." 

"Comedy is the most difficult form of 
theatre," says Bruce Jordan, the show's 
director. "Being good at it involves tap
ping the comedy inside a person. Steve 
has a wonderful ear for comedy. He lis
tens to and respects his director and fel
low actors. He can watch and listen to 
how somebody does something that's 
funny and then duplicate it. It's a fabulous 
gift-like having perfect pitch." 

During the yearlong run of Shear Mad
ness, O'Connor has played every male role 
in the show. "When he had to substitute 
for the gay hairdresser, he knew every line 
and all the blocking [stage movements)," 
Jordan recalls. "He's very quick and 
adaptable." 

Growing up in the Washington, D.C., 
area, Steve O'Connor became an Equity 
actor at age twelve when he was in a 
Ford's Theatre production of A Christmas 
Carol. A veteran child performer, he 
started as a magician, served as master of 
ceremonies for Wolf Trap's International 
Children's Festival, and appeared in 
numerous community theatre produc
tions. He also performed in radio and tele
vision commercials and modeled for 
newspaper and catalogue ads. 
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Numerous roles in community and 
school productions followed, including 
the AU productions of Incident at Vichy, 
The Crucible, Moonchildren, and Waiting for 
Lefty. He appeared for six years as a cast 
member of Washington, D.C., Channel 
9's "In Our Lives," a series of vignettes 
and discussions about high school- age 
youths. 

O'Connor continues to do freelance 
work in radio, commercials, and training 
films. All of this is in addition to his 
schedule as a full-time AU student major
ing in business. How does he fit every
thing in? 

"I had to get organized, and I learned 
not to waste time," 
O'Connor says. "But it's 
not any harder for me 
than it is for a lot of 
other people who have 
jobs while they're going 
to school." 

Asked why he's 
majoring in business 
when he seems des
tined for a career in the 
theatre, O'Connor 
responds, "Acting is the 
most glamorous thing in 
the world, but for most 
actors, there's very little 
pay. Money doesn't 
really matter a lot to 
me, but I want to make 
enough to have a family 

Steve O'Connor, right, as 
Mike Thomas in Shear 
Madness with Michael 
Gabel and Robin Baxter. 

PHOTO COURTESY THE 

KENNEDY CENTER 

and not worry too much about the money. 
"The ultimate would be to use both my 

business education and my theatre 
background-maybe as an actors' broker 
or something." 

O'Connor gets his dual interests from 
his actress mother, Alice, and his AU 
business professor father, Tom. 'They've 
given me two views of the world," says 
O'Connor. "Everything I've done in acting 
goes back to my mother, and my success 
in school goes back to my dad. 

"Now I've got the best of both worlds
acting at night and studying business by 
day. It's like going to two colleges
business college and comedy college." 



A lumni who will be cele
brating an anniversary 
reunion in 1989 and are 
interested in serving on 
their class committee 
should call the a lumni 
office at (202) 885-1300. 

'39 
50th Reunion 

April15-17, 1989 

1940s 
'44 

45th Reunion 
April15- 17, 1989 

Caroline Sulzer M acColl, 
CAS/BS and MN45, retired after 
nine years as CEO of the Visit
ing Nurse Services . She serves 
on the board of directors of Seat
tle Planned Parenthood. 

'49 
40th Reunion 

April15-17, 1989 
Stanley Grogan, CAS/ AA, 

BS '50, and MA '55, was 
appointed to the National 
Defense Executive Reserve to 
serve from November 1987-
November 1990 with the Fed
eral Emergency Management 
Agency. He lives in Pinole, 
Calif. 

1950s 
'53 

Mary Williams Warther, 
CAS/BA, and her husband , 
Fred Warther, CAS/BA '52, 
moved to Hudson, Mass. Fred is 
sales and marketing manager for 
The Raytheon Company. Mary 
retired as director of blood serv-

Donald Solodar '63: 
Tracking bad guys at 
theNYSE 

As an AU undergraduate 
majoring in government 

and public administration, 
Donald Solodar was so intrigued 
by a criminology course that he 
seriously considered a career 
with the FBI. 

Although the FBI job did not 
pan out, Solodar did become a 
kind of gumshoe. Today, as the 
senior vice president for market 
surveillance, he's the New York 
Stock Exchange's top cop. 

After graduating in the class 
addressed by President John F. 
Kennedy, Solodar spent a 
semester and a half at Brooklyn 
Law School, but decided law 
was not for him. He entered the 
business world in a clerical posi
tion with a company not con
nected with Wall Street. Within 
a year, he found himself the vic
tim of a merger between his 
company and another company. 

He's quick to point out the 
coincidence inherent in that 
merger to his current position, 
part of which entails reviewing 
all merger and acquisitions 
involving companies whose 
stocks are traded on the 
exchange. "Even that first mer
ger I find of interest in hind-
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sight. Because of a tremendous 
growth in mergers and acquisi
tions in the last five or six years , 
there is a far greater possibility 
of people knowing about those 
mergers ahead of time, which 
leads to the possibility of insider 
trading." 

And it's tracking insider trad
ing that has brought Donald 
Solodar's name into the news. 
Last March, the New York 
Daily News wrote about the suc
cess of Solodar's detectives in 
exposing some of the biggest 
insider traders in history, includ
ing former LTV Corporation 
executive Paul Thayer and 
former investment banker, Den
nis Levine, who is currently in 
prison. 

In March 1987, Newsweek 
reported Solodar's success in 
tracking down and assisting the 
Security and Exchange Com
mission (SEC) in a case involv
ing Nahum Vaskevitch, who 
was head of the merger and 
acquisition department of Mer
rill Lynch in the company's 
London office. Vaskevitch and 
one or two others were collared 
in an insider trading scheme that 
ran into the millions of dollars. 

Solodar oversees a staff of 
approximately 11 5 people. At 
the center of his unit are four 
analysts who scrutinize trading 
from an office crammed with 
computer terminals above the 
exchange floor. The computers 
are programmed to know the 
price and volume behavior of 
every listed issue over the past 
several months. When an inac
tive stock suddenly jumps in 
value, the computers send out 
warnings. 

Solodar and his team do not 
rely solely on the computers. 
He says the New York Stock 
Exchange shares information 
with other exchanges and the 
over-the-counter markets. Infor
mation also comes from brokers 
or members and from tips from 
the public about potentially ille
gal situations. 

He's in his office at 11 Wall 

Street, the same location at 
which the trading is done, by 8 
a.m. A large part of his day is 
spent in meetings with other 
members of the exchange. 
Because trading hours are 9:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m., many of the 
meetings occur before trading 
opens and after it closes. '"My 
day is constantly involved with 
counseling, coaching, and 
decision-making. The joy of the 
job is that you don't know when 
you come to work if the market 
is going to crash or if the market 
is going to go up one hundred or 
two hundred points. Each day is 
really like a new beginning." 

Although Solodar recalls that 
Friday, October 16, 1987, was a 
rather unusual day at the 
exchange, he and others had no 
idea that on the following Mon
day, the market was going to 
react as strongly in the down
ward trend as it did. Since that 
crash, or as Solodar calls it, mar
ket break, his division has been 
dealing closely with the SEC, 
the Brady Commission, Con
gress, and the exchange's mem
bership to evaluate what the 
exchange did well during the 
period and what lessons it 
learned. 

Still very much involved in 
"the post-October period," 
Solodar's division is currently 
assessing the need for new rules 
or procedures and fine-tuning its 
alert systems. 

Solodar lives with his wife, 
Carrie, and their two children in 
Port Washington, New York. 

* * * 
Editor's note: At press time, 
the Board of Directors for the 
New York Stock Exchange 
announced that Solodar has 
been appointed senior vice pres
ident of capital markets. In this 
capacity, he will oversee equity 
products, fixed income prod
ucts, and the exchange's market 
data group. 
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ices of the Prince George's 
County (Maryland) chapter of 
the American Red Cross in 
1986. 

'54 
35th Reunion 

April15-17, 1989 
Ed Walker, CAS/BA, 

received the Lifetime Achieve
ment Award at the first Achieve
ment in Radio Awards in 
October 1987. 

'55 
Robert-Louis Gasser, CAS/ 

PhD, retired in 1987 after 
seventeen years as the Denver
based consul for Switzerland. 
He is director of programs 
on international education 
at Metropolitan State College 
and lives in Lakewood, Colo. 

'59 
30th Reunion 

April 15-17, 1989 

1960s 
'61 

George R. Kruer, CAS/BA 
and MA '66, retired in 1987 as 
chief of the International Invest
ment Division, Bureau of Eco
nomic Analysis , U. S. Depart
ment of Commerce. He had 
served in the department for 
thirty-two years. He lives in 
Fernandina Beach, Fla. 

'62 
Barbara Robin Steenstrup, 

SIS/BA and MA '64, is the 
senior program officer at the 
Danish International Develop
ment Agency in Nairobi, Kenya. 

John Zorack, CAS/MA, is 
president of Professional Lobby-
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Family Reunions 

Reuoion '88, April 22-24, 
brought people of all ages to 

campus for a fun-filled week
end. The event reunited class
mates, faculty, and in some 
cases, families. Here are a few 

~ 1~£HJC4 1, 
AMERIC~ If 

UNIVERSI) I ' 
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alums whose return for reunion 
was also a chance to enjoy the 
campus with their offspring who 
are or will soon be AU under
grads. 

Above: Freda Pickman Strickler 
'63 and daughters Sherry '90 and 
Sondra '92 

Left: Howard '63 and Sandy 
Arnold and daughter Jennifer '92 

Below: Marty Cowen '63 and 
daughter Marcy '90 

Mark your calendars now for 
Reunion '89-April 14-16, 
1989. Classes celebrating five
year anniversaries are those 
years ending in a 4 or a 9. 

ing and Consulting Center, a 
lobbying co-op in Washington, 
D.C., that caters to small and 
medium-sized businesses. 

'63 
Samuel G. L ayton , Jr. , 

WCLI]D, a senior partner in the 
law firm of Bell, Seltzer, Park 
and Gibson, was part of a five
person delegation to the People's 
Republic of China to lecture on 
intellectual property law and 
technology transfer and licens
ing. He lives in Charlotte, N .C. 

'64 
25th Reunion 

April 15-17, 1989 
L arry C. C ozart, KCBA/ 

MBA, has fo rmed a consulting 
firm, International Trade Devel
opment, Inc., that provides mar
ket research and multiple trade 
development services to 
exporters . He and his wife live in 
Fairfax Station, Va. 

Janet L. Grooms, CAS/BA, 
earned a BA degree in music at 
T he University of New Mexico 
in 1980. She and her family live 
in Albuquerque where Janet has 
her own piano studio and gives 
private lessons. 

Francis P. Rooney, SGPA/ 
BA, is president of the Biscuit 
and Cracker Manufacturers 
Association in Washington, D.C. 

G erald P. Tyson, CAS/BA, 
opened Gerald Tyson Commu
nications, a public relations and 
marketing firm in Washington, 
D .C. He lives in Silver Spring, 
Md. 

'67 ' 
Leon F. Busche, SGPA/BA, 

is head of the 
social studies 
department at 
Quince 
Orchard High 

• School in 
Montgomery County, Md., 
which is scheduled to open in fall 
1988. He has been head of social 



studies at Ridgeview Junior 
High. He lives in Gaithersburg, 
Md. with his wife, Alice, and 
their two daughters. 

Roland L. Elkins, CAS/BA, 
is CEO of Automobile Quar
terly, Inc., a newly formed sub
sidiary of Kutztown Publishing 
Company. The firm will relocate 
from Newport Beach, Calif., to 
near Reading, Penn., by 1989. 

Maureen McCarthy 
Eschbacher, CAS/BA, was 
selected as one of eight teachers 
by the Prince George's County 
(Maryland) Board of Education 
early childhood education office 
to develop a pre-kindergarten 
program. She and her husband, 
Russell, live with their daughter 
in Davidsonville, Md. 

Randal C . Teague, SGPA/ 
BA, is chairman of the Advisory 
Committee on Voluntary For
eign Aid at the U.S . Agency for 
International Development in 
Washington, D.C. 

'68 
Daisybelle E lkins, CAS/ 

EdD, has written and published 
Assignment: Alaska, a book based 
on her father's U.S. Army serv
ice from 1906-08 in Alaska. 
The book has been well 
received, and she is now work
ing on a sequel. She lives in 
McLean, Va. 

Jane Berger Putnam, CAS/ 
BA, is a realtor with Merrill 
Lynch in Potomac, Md. She is 
also a graphic artist and teaches 
advertising and graphic design at 
Montgomery College in Rock
ville,Md. 

'69 
20th Reunion 

April 15-17, 1989 
Karen Feld, CAS/BA, has 

been signed by Universal Press 
Syndicate to write a twice 
weekly celebrity column to 
appear in newspapers throughout 
the country. She lives in Wash
ington, D .C. 

David Gladstone, SGPA/ 

MA, had two books published 
by Prentice-Hall in 1987: Venture 
Capital Investing and Venture Cap
ital Handbook. The latter is the 
revised and updated edition of 
the 1982 bestseller, now in 
paperback. Gladstone is presi
dent of Allied Capital Corpora
tion in Washington, D.C. 

Ann Scheinbaum Lopata, 
SGPA/BA, is counselor coordina
tor for the University of Dela
ware. She and her husband, R oy 

Petra Kelly '70: 
Transplanting Ameri
can political roots 

During a recent visit to the 
AU campus, Petra Kelly, a 

member of the West German 
parliament, reflected on the pas
sion and commitment to trans
formational politics that she first 
encountered as an AU student. 

"I learned here that peace
makers can make a difference," 
she told her primarily student 
audience, "that each human 
being is important, and that peo
ple can make their vision into 
reality in their personal lives." 

After graduating from AU's 
School of International Service 
(SIS) cum laude, Kelly returned 
to her native Europe where she 
earned a master's degree from 
the University of Amsterdam 
and became politically active. In 

Lopata, CAS/BA '70, live· in 
Newark, Del. 

Richard W. Potter, J r., 
CAS/BS, earned an MA in his
tory at Shippensburg University 
in August 1987. 

Sherry Smolev, CAS/BA, is 
a development 
specialist with 
the American 
Heart Associa
tion Nassau, 
N.Y., chapter. 

1979 she helped to found the 
feminist-, peace-, and ecology
oriented Green Party in West 
Germany and was one of 
twenty-seven Greens who sur
prised the world by their 1983 
election to the Bu11destag. 
Elected to her second term in 
1987, she is a member of the 
prestigious foreign relations 
committee and on the subcom
mittee on European questions. 

Born in Germany, Kelly 
moved to the United States as a 
teenager to live with her mother 
and stepfather, John Kelly. She 
adopted Kelly's name but kept 
her German citizenship. 

Kelly says she chose AU 
because it was "a small school 
attuned to international relations 
and European affairs." Profes
sors whose influence she says 
she has carried into her political 
career include the late A. Buel 
Trowbridge, Albert Mott, and 
Abdul Aziz Said. 

As an AU student, Kelly par
ticipated in nonviolent civil dis
obedience in the civil rights and 
anti-Vietnam war movements; 
she was inspired by Mohandas 
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
and Dorothy Day, whose tech
niques and philosophies she 
studied at AU. She worked in 
the Robert Kennedy and 
Hubert Humphrey campaigns, 
organized AU's first Interna
tional Week, and helped to 
found the Kennedy Political 
Union, a student-run organiza
tion named in honor of Robert 
and John Kennedy. 

1970s 

'70 
Saundra M. G umerove, 

SGPA/BA, is chief counsel and 
vice president of marketing and 
operations at Mony Credit Cor
poration in Teaneck, N.j. 

From these beginnings, Kelly 
forged her political agenda, 
which encompasses vehement 
opposition to nuclear missiles 
and atomic energy, as well as 
passionate advocacy for the 
sick, the handicapped, and the 
underprivileged. She has pub
lished several books and many 
articles in English and German 
on ecology, feminism, children 
with cancer, disarmament, and 
Hiroshima. 

As a civil servant in the Euro
pean Economic Community for 
more than twelve years, she 
worked in the areas of women's 
affairs, social policy, and envi
ronmental policy before taking a 
leave of absence to lead the 
campaign to get the Greens into 
parliament. Once a member of 
the Bundestag, Kelly was elected 
one of the Green's three parlia
mentary speakers. She has re
mained the party's driving force. 

Kelly's efforts for peace have 
been internationally recognized. 
In 1982 she was awarded the 
Alternative Nobel Prize in 
Stockholm, and in 1983 she was 
named Peace Woman of the 
Year by the American organiza
tion, Women Strike for Peace. 

On campus, she spoke glow
ingly of AU's recently estab
lished peace studies program. 
"There is no better place for 
peace studies than here," she 
said. "It is a lifelong journey. We 
must have research which 
explores conflict, the global 
economy, and political sys
tems." 
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GIVING BACK-Members of the class of '63 on campus in April for 
their twenty-fifth anniversary reunion. The class raised $10,000 this 
year to establish an endowed scholarship f?r under~raduate st~dents, 
which they plan to continue to support. Gtft commtttee co-chatrs are 
Clara Londoner (holding sign) and David Hertz (top row, second from 
right). Myrna Rosen-Byer (center of photo) was reunion class chair. 

'71 
Stan Godoff, SGPA/BA, 

serves on the board of directors 
of the Boston Public Library. He 
is a senior partner in the Welles
ley, Mass., law firm of Parent 
and Godoff and lives with his 
wife, Leslie, and their two sons 
in Weston, Mass. 

Robert E. MacDonald, 
SIS/MA, has formed his own 
global marketing management 
company, International Market
ing Consultants, in Alexandria, 
Va. He was an AU adjunct pro
fessor in KCBA for the spring 
1988 semester. 

Louis M. Numkin, KCBA/ 
BS, and CTA/MSTM '74, is a 
computer consultant with 
Lamarian Systems, Inc., in 
Greenbelt, Md. 

Andi Vernick, CAS/BA, is 
vice president, promotions and 
co-op advertising, for Estee 
Lauder, U.S.A. She is listed in 
Who's Who in Amencan Women 
and in the 1988 edition of Who's 
Who in Professional and Executive 
Women. She lives in New York 
City. 
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'72 
Charles A. Hunnicutt, 

KCBA/BS, has joined the law 
firm Robins, Zelle, Larson & 
Kaplan in their Washington, 
D.C., office. He is practicing in 
the area of international trade. 

Mark F. Leopold, SGPA/ 
BA, is senior corporate counsel 
of USG Corporation, a Fortune 
130 Company in Chicago. He 
and his wife, Jacqueline Rood 
Leopold, SGPA/BA '74, live in 
Highland Park, Ill., with their 
two sons . 

'73 
Dale Abrams, CAS/BA, is 

chief operating officer of Organic 
Farms, Inc., in Beltsville, Md. 

Laura Goddard, CAS/BA, 
is an account executive with 
AT&T in Rochester, N.Y. She is 
with the AT&T-Xerox national 
account. 

Kate Perrin, CAS/BA and 
KCBA/MS '81 , is director of 
public affairs with the Youth for 
Understanding International 
Exchange in Washington , D .C. 

Richard A. Schlesinger, 
SGPA/BS, is vice president of 
sales and marketing for a firm 
that sells outdoor and travel gear. 
He and his wife, Judy Nakatomi, 
live in Lucadia, Calif. 

John C. Scott, CAS/BA and 
KCBA/MS '83, led a delegation 
of five telecommunications 
industry experts to the Soviet 
Union as part of a U.S ./Soviet 
cultural exchange program coor
dinated by the U.S. Information 
Agency. The delegation met 
with high-ranking Soviet tele
communications officials and 
conducted a seminar as a private
sector contribution to the Infor
mation USA exhibit currently 
touring the USSR. Scott is direc
tor of international programs for 
the Public Service Satellite Con
sortium in Washington, D .C. 

'74 
15th Reunion 

AprillS-17, 1989 
James P. Jelen, SGPA/ 

MSTR, is a data analyst for 
Price, Williams and Associates, 
Inc., in Silver Spring, Md. 

Jacqueline Rood Leopold, 
is a consultant with the Chicago 
medical practice management 
consulting firm, Karen Zupko & 
Associates. She and her husband 
Mark Leopold, SGPNBA '72, 
live in Highland Park, III., with 
their two sons. 

Dave Reinhart, CAS/BA, 
earned an MBA from Rutgers 
University and is the western 
sales manager for Spalding 
Sports Worldwide. He and his 
wife, Karen, live with their son in 
Kingwood , Tex. 

Sherry Zvares Sanabria, 
CAS/MFA, had a show of her 
paintings of buildings in rural Vir
ginia called "Country Light" at 
Baumgartner Galleries in Wash
ington, D.C., in March. 

'75 

Normand G . Benoit, WCL/ 
JD, is a founding partner in the 
Providence, R.I., law firm of 

Partridge, Snow & Hahn. 
Robin Stein Bemstein, SIS/ 

BA, is the campaign manager for 
Harry Johnson, a candidate for 
Congress from West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Eric V.P. Brower, CAS/BA, 
is a member of the Land Use 

Group in the 
Greenwich , 
Conn., law 
firm of Whit
man & Ran
som in the 

firm's real estate department. 
Angel Rafi Diaz-Marti, 

KCBA/BSBA, is the president of 
R.D. Jewelry in Rio Piedras, 
P.R. 

Michael J. Flaherty, SOJ/ 
BS, Prince George's County 

tion. 

chief of police, 
was elected 
president of 
the Maryland 
Chiefs of 
Police Associa-

Eric Greenspan, WCL!JD, 
is a partner in the firm of 
Myman, Abell, Fineman & 
Greenspan specializing in enter
tainment law. He lives in Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. 

Cheryl Krapf, KCBA/MBA, 
is a member of Chrysler Motor's 
international operations develop
ment group . Part of her responsi
bility is to develop the 
automaker's overseas business 
by seeking out joint ventures. 

Elizabeth L. Normandy, 
SIS/MA, received a PhD in 
international studies from the 
University of South Carolina in 
1987. She is an assistant profes
sor of political science at Pem
broke State University in 
Pembroke, N .C. 

Helena Strauch Nyerges, 
CAS/BA, is manager of corpo- . 

rate communi
cations at First 
Mississippi 
Corporation in 
Jackson, Miss. 
First Missis

sippi is a diversified resource 
company with interests in 



energy, chemicals, gold, and 
technology-based ventures. 

'76 
Marc Goldman, CAS/BS, is 

a periodontist in private practice 
in Millburn, N.J., and serves on 
the staff at Newark Beth Israel 
Hospital in Newark, N.j. 

Glenn Reber, SGPA/MPA, is 
a Berks County, Pa., county 
commissioner. 

Jeffrey A. Sine, SIS/BA, is a 
vice president of Morgan Stan
ley, a New York based interna
tional investment banking ftrm. 
He lives in New York City. 

Jo Stecher, SON/BS and MA 
'84, participated as an invited 
delegate with the People to Peo-

B~Levinson '67: 
Ltfe's lighter side 

N o one ever accused film-
. maker Barry Levinson of 

taking life too seriously. His 
penchant for depicting the light
hearted side of darker moments 
tn recent movies-Diner The N. , 

atural, Younu Sherlock Holmes 7i" 0 , 

~-" Men , and Good Morning, 
tetnam-seems a logical pro

gression for someone who 
started his career in Los Angeles 
as a stand-up comic. 

He moved to the West Coast 
~ter finishing at AU in 196 7. 

h.e came to Washington from 
ts native Baltimore to study 

ple Citizen's Ambassador Pro
gram in the People's Republic of 
China. The health systems man
agement delegation spent three 
weeks lecturing and touring 
medical facilities in the PRC. 

Lois H. Stovall, WCLI]D, is 
head of the domestic relations 
department in the law ftrm of 
Goldstein and Baron in College 
Park, Md. 

William A . Wilson, SO]/ 
BSAJ, is president and general 
manager of Malibu Grand Prix, a 
family amusement park in Hous
ton, Tex. 

'77 
Pete deTreville, SGPA/BA, 

because he was interested in 
radio and television and had 
heard of AU's broadcast journal
ism program. 

ln his freshman year, Levin
son landed a fifty-dollar-a-week 
internship at Channel 9. He 
worked as a floor director, doing 
a variety of tasks. He also han
dled in-house promotions at 
ChannelS. 

"I wrote stuff like, 'Tonight on 
Perry Mason: The Case of the 
Scarlet Woman,"' he recalls. 
"But the work was in essence 
the components of filmmaking. 
I'd write the scripts, film the 
spots, edit them, and put them 
on the air." 

Although Levinson recalls 
doing some writing for student 
station WAMU, his memories of 
college are a blur because he did 
a lot of running back and forth 
between school and work. "I'd 
get up early to do the morning 
show at Channel 9, go to AU to 
class, go back to the station, 
then back to AU for another 
class ," he says. 

Levinson didn't pay much 
attention to movies until he was 
made assistant director for 
Channel 9's late-night movies. 
"I'd have to roll the commercial 
breaks into the movie," he says . 
"As a result, I used to see two 
movies a night, and I started 

is the eastern regional manager 
for the Packaging Products Divi
sion of Kerr Corporation. He 
lives in Wayne, Pa. 

Nobuhiro Hasegawa, SIS/ 
PhD, is a managing associate in 
Los Angeles with Korn/Ferry 
International, a management 
consulting firm that specializes in 
senior executive selection serv
ices for multinational corpora
tions . He is responsible for the 
Japanese business group in the 
Pacific Basin. 

Myra A. Oltsik, SGPA/BA, 
is a research associate in the 
Washington, D .C ., office of 
Opinion Research Corporation, 
a marketing research firm. She 
lives in Silver Spring, Md. 

noticing them." 
When he moved to Los 

Angeles after AU, Levinson did 
stand-up comedy but knew he 
wanted to get into movies. He 
tried acting school , then got a 
job on a local television show. 

Levinson soon advanced to 
writing for network TV. He 
worked on ''The Tim Conway 
Show" and won an Emmy for 
''The Carol Burnett Show." 

Then he started writing for 
film, ftrst as a collaborator with 
Mel Brooks on Silent Movie and 
High Anxiety. Next he teamed up 
with Valerie Curtin to write the 
screenplay for And Justice For 
All, for which he received an 
Academy Award nomination. 
He and Curtin also wrote Inside 
Moves, Best Friends, and Unfaith
folly Your.s. 

Levinson made his debut as a 
director in 1982 with the semi
autobiographical Diner. Many of 
the movie's characters, he says, 
are based in part on friends he 
knew growing up in Baltimore. 
"The strongest relationships 
you'll probably ever have are the 
friendships you form in child
hood before you get caught up 
in any of the pretentious things 
in life," he observes . "My 
friends turned out well. They're 
successful business people or 
lawyers and so on. But after 

'78 

Eugenia M. Fitzgerald, 
CAS/BA, is a news editor in the 
Washington, D.C., bureau of 
NBC News. She won a Wash
ington area Emmy award for pro
ducing an investigative report on 
West Virginia floods. It is her 
ftfth Emmy. 

Timothy E. Scheller, 
SGPA/MPA, is financial manager 
for the Package Labeling Divi
sion of Avery International Cor
poration in Cincinnati. He lives 
in Covington, Ky. 

Debra Simon, SGPA/BS, 
has started her own monthly 
magazine called LTD, The Lean 

they got married, they didn't 
live happily ever after, the way 
you were supposed to. A follow
up to Diner would have to be 
about divorce." 

Besides garnering critical 
acclaim and box office success, 
Diner earned Levinson an Acad
emy Award nomination for best 
original screenplay. Curiously, 
the movie almost died before its 
national release. It was test
marketed in Phoenix, which one 
movie executive likened to test
ing Fiddler on the Roof in Cairo. 

Tin Men was Levinson's sec
ond movie about Baltimore. It 
wasn't a sequel to Diner but a 
look at some of the adults 
Levinson saw as a youngster. 

Firmly established as a 
screenwriter and a director, 
Levinson plans a third movie 
about life in Baltimore . 
Although he remains attached to 
the city, to the point of suffering 
through the miseries of the 
hometown Orioles baseball 
team, Levinson says the West 
Coast is more suited to his 
ambitions. 

"California is someplace you 
go if you don't know what to do 
with the rest of your life," he 
says. "It's warmer and easier. 
Montana you figure would be a 
little colder-you'd need more 
coats." 
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Times Digest. She lives in Dur
ham, N.C. 

Jill Stanton, CAS/BA, is an 
interior designer and space plan
ner with the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Boston. 

Randy A. Weiss, SGPNBA, 
is a partner in a Washington, 
D.C. , law firm. He lives with his 
wife, Andi Weiss, KCBN 
BSBA '79, and their two children 
in Bethesda, Md. 

Doris M. Weldon, CTN 
MSTM, is retired and living in 
Sun City, Ariz. She is a member 
of the American Association of 
University Women. 

'79 
I Oth Reunion 

April!S-17, 1989 
Scott Margules, SGPNBA, 

has opened his own law firm in 
Miami, Fla. 

1980s 

'80 
Edward A. Band, KCBA/ 

BSBA, is an assistant manager 
and senior financial analyst for 
Citicorp Credit Services in the 
investment products unit. He 
plans to marry Geri Friedlaender 
in October 1988. He lives in 
New York City. 

Ann Polski Casso, SlS/BA, 
is the administrator of member
ship services for The American 

"""' Institute of Architects in Wash-
~ 
.._.. ington, D.C. 

i' 
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Joseph P. Foley, SlS/MA, is 
senior associate with Foley and 
Company, a legislative and mar
keting consulting firm. He has 
served as legislative floor aide to 
Bill Chappell, chairman of the 
Defense Appropriations Com
mittee of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

AnneN. Foreman, WCL/ 
]D, is the general counsel of the 
Air Force, Office of the Secre
tary of the Air Force. As such, 

she is the final legal authority on 
all Air Force matters, except 
those involving military justice. 
She lives with her husband and 
two children in Potomac, Md. 

Sara M. Hewitt, SlS/BA, is 
an assistant vice president in the 
corporate banking group for Sun
Trust Banks, Inc., in Orlando, 
Fla. She is also active in politics 
and lives in Winter Park, Fla. 

Glenn A. Matthews, CTA/ 
MSTM, an environmentalist, 
has published an article, "George 
Mason University's Soil Radon 
Project," in the January 1988 
issue of the &vironmental Net
work newsletter. He lives in 
Vienna, Va. 

Leah Wetmore Powell, 
CAS/BS, is an independent con
sultant who offers training pro
grams on motivation, problem 
solving, and stress management 
to managers and employees in 
both the public and private sec
tors. She is also membership 
manager for the American Soci
ety of Training and Develop
ment. She lives in Falls Church, 
Ya. 

'81 
Wendy Burgess, SIS/MA, 

was in Taiwan last August as a 
guest of the Ministry of the 
ROC. She was one of ten inter
national student advisors from 
U.S. colleges and universities 
selected to participate in the tour 
aimed at introducing American 
educators to cultural, social, eco
nomic, and educational develop
ments in Taiwan. Wendy is 
international student advisor at 
the University of Baltimore. 

Willie A. Best, SGPA/MPA, 
is assistant county manager of 
Wilson County, N .C. 

Mary Brownstein, CAS/ 
MFA, Serena Litofsky, CAS/ 
MFA, and Carol A. Jason, 
CAS/MFA '82, had a joint sculp
ture exhibit at The Marlboro 
Gallery of Prince George's Com
munity College in Maryland. 
"Man, Myth, and Mystery" was 
shown in February and March. 



Wendy Hudes Beverin, 
KCBA/BS, is a buyer for Macy's 
in New York City. Her husband, 
Davor Beverin, SJS/BA '83, is 
a trader for Marine Midland 
Bank in ew York City. 

Michael W. Kempner, 
SGPA/BS, is president of 
MWW/Strategic Communica
tions, Inc., a public relations, 
government affairs, and advertis
ing firm in River Edge, N.]. He 
and his wife, Jacqueline 
Steinberg-Kempner, CAS/BA 
'84, live in New York City. 

Sandra S. Lander, CAS/BA, 
is an internal revenue agent for 
the IRS. She lives in Williams
ville, .Y. 

Elizabeth Miller, CAS/BA, 
is director of creative services for 
Fisher Camuto Retail Corpora
tion, more commonly known as 
9 West, in Stamford, Conn. She 
and her husband, Gregory A. 
Vaughn, live in Stamford. 

Ronald E. Paret, SOj/BS, is 
a narcotics agent for the Pennsyl
vania Attorney General. 

'82 

Christopher S. Alexander, 
KCBA/MBA, is an associate pro

fessor of mar
keting and 
management 
and chair of the 
Division of 
Business and 

~ublic Affairs at Keuka College 
In Keuka Park, N.Y. 

Bruce A. Fleishaker, 
KCBA/BSBA, is an assistant vice 
president in the Equipment 
Finance Leasing Division of 
Citicorp North America, Inc. He 
specializes in tax leasing and 
accounting policy. He and his 
wife, Suzanne, and their daugh
ter live in Scarsdale, .Y. 

J anet E. Godfrey, WCLIJD, 
received her MA in architecture 
from the University of Colorado 
at Denver in December 1987. 
She practices architecture in 
Denver. 

Gary W. Marsh, SOJ/BA, 
earned a jD from Emory Univer-

sity in 1985. He works for the 
law firm of Long, Aldridge & 
Norman and lives with his wife, 
Sherry G. Waronker, in Dun
woody, Ga. 

JoAnn Morris, SON/BS, 
and K. Sharlin have written and 
published "School Nutrition 
Heart Week Learning Activities 
Resource Booklet" in an Ameri
can Heart Association publica
tion. She lives in Atlanta. 

'83 
Kim C. Dine, SOj/MS, is a 

lieutenant with the Washington, 
D.C., Metropolitan Police 
Department. He is assigned to 
the Internal Affairs Division. 

Charles Eagle, Jr., KCBA/ 
BSBA, received a JD from 
Drake University in May 1987. 
He is president of Marketing 
Results, Inc., in Tampa, Fla. 

Lori Greene, CAS/BA, 
earned an MA from Ohio State 
University in special education in 
1986. She is a teacher with the 
Westerville, Ohio, city schools . 
Her husband, Paul Schroeder, 
SJS/BA '84, is a public informa
tion officer with the Governor's 
Office of Advocacy for People 
with Disabilities in Columbus, 
Ohio. They live in Worthington, 
Ohio. 

Lawrence A. Husick, 
WCLIJD, an attorney in the law 
firm of Ratner & Prestia in Val
ley Forge, Pa., is director of the 
Hardware User Groups Commit
tee of the American Bar Associa
tion section of Economics of 
Law Practice. He lives in 
Wayne, Pa. 

Jack M. Karako, SIS/MA, 
has taken a leave of absence 
from his career in financial serv
ices to serve as financial director 
for the political campaign of 
Harry Johnston II, candidate for 
the Fourteenth Congressional 
District in Florida. He lives in 
West Palm Beach with his wife, 
Tami, and their son. 

Edward T. Lewis, CAS/ 
MA, an independent filmmaker, 
had two of his films, Serving Two 

Learning Center 
alums plan reunion 

Learning Center alums 
plan a special get
together during reunion 
weekend '89 . If you are 
a former student faculty 
member, or staff of the 
Learning Center, or if 
you know a Learning 
Center alum's address, 
call Georgia Kay Lord 
'78 at (404) 934-7523 (h), 
(404) 331 - 2776 (w), or 
Lucy Comstock-Gay in 
the alumni office, (202) 
885-1300. 

Masters and Spirit and Troth in 
Music shown as part of the New 
Age Film Festival at the Bio
graph Theater in Washington, 
D.C., last April. Serving Two 
Masters addresses the issue of 
black upward mobility, and Spirit 
and Troth in Music presents the 
music of D.C. native Flora 
Moulton . Lewis teaches in the 
radio, TV, and film department 
at Howard University. 

Margaret A. Mannix, CAS/ 
BA, earned an MS from the 
Columbia School of Journalism 
in May and moved to Paris in 
June. 

Ross Metzman, CAS/BA, 
graduated from Hahnemann 
Medical School in june. He is a 
resident in pathology at Pennsyl
vania Hospital in Philadelphia. 

William J. Smith, Jr., 
SGPA/BA, is a realtor in Hill
side, .]. , and is the youngest 
current executive board member 
of the Watchung, N .]., Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America. 
He also serves on the New jer
sey Board of Recreation . 

'84 
5th Reunion 

AprillS-17, 1989 
C harles Eaton, SIS/BA, and 

Zorine Radoycich , SGPA/BS, 
live with their son in Herndon, 
Va. Charlie is assistant vice presi-

dent at Columbia First Federal 
Savings and Loan in charge of 
single family construction lend
ing, and Zorine works at the 
State Department. 

Alan E. Hersh, KCBA/ 
BSBA, is staff accountant for 
Carpenter Union Local No. 25 
in Los Angeles. He is also a 
licensed tax practitioner in Cali
fornia and has his own tax office 
in Los Angeles. He lives in Stu
dio City, Calif. 

Ronald A . Nair, SIS/BA, 
earned a JD from Syracuse Law 
School in May. He was the arti
cles editor of the Syracuse Jour
nal of International Law and 
Commerce and expects an article 
he has written on India's foreign 
investment laws to be published 
by the journal sometime this 
year. 

'85 
Kathleen Joyce, SJS/BA, is 

pursuing an MA in theology at 
Princeton Seminary. She and her 
husband, Charles Yancey, live in 
Osceola Mills, Pa., where he is 
the pastor of a Presbyterian 
church. 

Donna E. Miller, SOj/BA, 
earned a law degree from the 
University of Miami in May. She 
took the Florida Bar in july and 
is an associate in the law firm of 
Shea & Gould in Miami . 

Lisa Phillips-Maron, CAS/ 
BA, teaches high school drama 
and speech in Baltimore, Md., 
and is pursuing an MA in instruc
tional systems development at 
the University of Maryland. 

Alicia Rosenfeld, CAS/BA, 
is the media manager of Good 
Muse Advertising, the in-house 
advertising agency of LBS Com
munications, in New York. 

Daniel Ross, KCBA/BSBA, 
earned his MA in taxation from 
Georgia State University in 
December 198 7. He is a CPA 
for jones and Kolb, a regional 
CPA firm in Atlanta that special
izes in real estate syndications. 

Benet J. Wilson , CAS/BA, is 
the communications manager for 
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World Perspectives, Inc., an 
international agricultural news 
and information service in Wash
ington, D.C., and is taking grad
uate courses in George 
Washington University's Publica
tion Specialist Program. She 
lives in Arlington, Va. 

'86 
Pamela S. Becker, KCBA/ 

BSBA, is a staff accountant at 
Kreischer, Miller & Co., a 
regional CPA firm in Horsham, 
Pa. 

Julius S. Piver, WCL!JD, 
passed the Maryland Bar. He is a 
gynecologist as well as a medical 
legal consultant in suburban 
Maryland. 

Robert G. Taub, SGPA/BS 
and MA '87, is an evaluator with 
the U.S. General Accounting 
Office in Washington, D.C. 

'87 
Robin L. Baur, CAS/BA, is 

the editorial assistant to the 
executive editor of New York 
Woman magazine. She lives in 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 

Maria A. Green, CAS/BA, 
is a teacher and case manager for 
the D.C. Association for 
Retarded Citizens. She works in 
one of the DCARC's sheltered 
workshops and lives in Washing
ton, D.C. 

Milestones 
Marriages 

Marsha Phillips, CAS/BA 
'73, and Michael Lipman, May 
31, 1987. They live in Port 
Washington, N.Y. 

Jill Stanton, CAS/BA '78, 
and Bruce Trager, September 
1986. They live in the Boston 
area. 

Wendy Hudes, KCBA/BSBA 
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CORRECTION 
Summer rates for rooms 
in AU's residence halls 
are $73 per week and 
$20 per day per person, 
double occupancy. The 
prices were incorrectly 
reported in the winter 
and spring issues of 
American. 

'81, and Davor Beverin, SIS/ 
BA '83, March 20, 1988. They 
live in Palisades Park, N.j. 

Michael W. Kempner, 
SGPA/BS '81, and Jacqueline 
Steinberg, CAS/BA '84, Octo
ber 24, 1987. They live in New 
York City. 

Stacy E. Epstein, CAS/BA 
'82, and Michael A. Kless, 
December 24, 1987. 

Todd Epsten, SGPA/BA '82, 
and Susan McCollum, CAS/ 
BA '83 and KCBA/MBA '87, 
October 10, 1987. They live in 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Gary W. Marsh, SOJ/BA 
'82, and Sherry G. Waronker, 
June 15, 1986. They live in 
Dunwoody, Ga. 

Lori Greene, CAS/BA '83, 
and Paul Schroeder, SIS/BA 
'84, June 14, 1987. They live in 
Worthington, Ohio. 

Nathan S. Wilson, CAS/BA 
'83, and Darsi M. Smith, CAS/ 
BA '84, October 18, 1986. They 
live in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Kathleen Joyce, SIS/BA '85, 
and Charles Yancey, June 18, 
1988. They live in Osceola 
Mills, Pa. 

Lisa Phillips, CAS/BA '85, 
and William A. Maron, March 
21, 1987. They live in Ellicott 
City, Md. 

Michael S. Davis, SGPA/ 
MPA '86, and Marlene D. Paret, 
September 12, 1987. 

P atricia B. Papier, CAS/BA 
'86, and David S. Adler. They 
live in Rome, N.Y. 

Nancy Allen, CAS/BA '87, 
and Maurice L. Major, '88, 
july 19, 1987. They live in 
Washington, D.C. 

Births 
Beth Meyrowitz Korotkin, 

CAS/BA '68, and Steven 
Korotkin, a boy, Neil Laurence, 
January 29, 1986. They live in 
Larchmont, N.Y. 

Dave Reinhart, CAS/BA 
'74, and Karen, a boy, Scott, 
November 1987. They live in 
Kingwood, Tex. 

Robin Stein Bernstein, SIS/ 
BA '75, a girl, Ariel Rebecca, 
March 19, 1987. They live in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Vivian Lichtman Fried
man, SIS/BA '75, and Richard 
Friedman, a girl, Leah Stepha
nie, April 28, 1987. They live in 
Charleston, S.C. 

Jane Levine Goodman, 
CAS/BA '76, and Bryan Good
man, a girl, Molly Jessica, March 
6, 1988. They live in Kingston, 
Mass. 

Victoria Kaczynski 
Dirienzo, SGPA/BS '78, and 
Ronald Dirienzo, a boy, july 23, 
1987. They live in East Granby, 
Conn. 

Alicia Silverman Levin, 
CAS/BA '78, and Mark Levin, a 
boy, Adam Geoffrey, August 19, 
1987. They live in Gaithersburg, 
Md. 

Randy A. Weiss, SGPA/BA 
'78, and Andi Weiss, KCBA/ 
BSBA '79, a boy, Stephen 
Harris. They live in Bethesda, Md. 

Bill Konstas, SGPA/BA '79, 
and Lisa Garfield Konstas, 
CAS/BA '80, a boy, Adam Elliot, 
February 9, 1988. They live in 
Baltimore, Md. 

Julia Osborne Evangelista, 
SON/BS '79, and Robert W 
Mazurak, a girl, Emily Eloise 
Mazurak,June 13, 1987. They 
live in Bedford, N.Y. 

Peter K. Barrett, KCBA/ 
BSBA '80, and Amanda 
Spivak Barrett, SIS/BA '80, a 
boy, Russell Thomas, Decem
ber 25, 1987. They live in 
Gaithersburg, Md. 

Loren Danielson, KCBA/ 
BSBA '80, and Jamie Silver
stein, CAS/BA '81, a boy, Collin 
David Danielson, January 29, 

1988. They live in Washington, 
D.C. 

Ronald E. Paret, SOj/BS 
'81, and Cindy Lynch, a boy, 
Kyle Edward, October 31, 1987. 
They live in Schnecksville, Pa. 

Bruce A. Fleishaker, 
KCBA/BSBA '82, and Suzanne 
M. Fleishaker, a girl, Dana 
Elana, March 19, 1988. They 
live in Scarsdale, N.Y. 

Judi Salkin Stagg, SGPA/BA 
'82, and Keith Stagg, a boy, 
David jason, September 16, 
1987. They live in Maple Shade, 
N.j. 

Jack M. Karako, SIS/MA 
'83, and Tami, a boy, Aaron, 
November 27, 1987. They live 
in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Karynjean Dickoff, SOJ/BA 
'84, a girl, Kennedy Marie Dick
off, November 1, 1987. They 
live in New York City. 

Charles Eaton, SIS/BA '84, 
and Zorine Radoycich, SGPA/ 
BA '84, a boy, Zachary Steele 
Eaton, November 11, 1987. 
They live in Herndon, Va. 

JeffreyS. Fried, WCLIJD 
'85, and Patricia, a boy, Ben
jamin Robert, August 25, 1987. 
They live in Potomac, Md. 

Nancy Zaret Kaufman, 
KCBA/BSBA '85, and Jonathan 
Kaufman, a boy, jeffrey Robert, 
January 18, 1988. They live in 
Mamaroneck, N.Y. 

Deaths 
David Lichliter, CAS/BA 

'30, October 17, 1987. 
Charles H. Barber, CAS/ 

MA'43. 
Joseph B. Musemeci, CAS/ 

BS '52, January 18, 1988, of can
cer. 

Maurice Pat Mahoney, 
CAS/BA '53, October 28, 1987. 

William E. Cummins, Cas/ 
PhD '56, November 3, 1987, of 
cancer. 

Arthur R. Dennert, CAS/ 
BA '58, and WCL!JD '60, July 
12, 1987. 

Barbara Gail Rumely 
Hanlon, CAS/BA '72, June 17, 
1987. 



John Diffley 

AUs Diffley competes 
for U.S. Olympic 
Soccer Team 

Following a 4-0 record in the qualify
ing rounds, the U.S. Soccer Team 
has won the right to play in the 1988 

- Summer Olympics in Seoul, South 
Korea. A member of the U.S. Team since 
January, AU soccer player John Diffley is 
one cut away from an Olympic slot. 

AU soccer coach Pete Mehlert thinks 
Diffley's chances of making the Olympic 
team are now better than fifty-fifty. When 
the national team's squad was cut to 
twenty-two members recently (from a 
field of fifty to sixty) , Diffley was still on 
the team. The final cut, sometime in July, 
will result in the eighteen-member squad 
that goes to Seoul. 

In a Washington Post article, national 
coach Lothar Osiander described Diffley 
as "a big surprise. I like him a lot. He's 
organized, he has good speed, and he 
plays well under pressure-calm, cool, 
and collected. And he's not impressed 
with the opposition, no matter who it is. 
That's a great attitude to have." 

The U.S. team is one of sixteen teams 
to qualify for the Olympics, which begin 
September 17. Diffley started in the May 
25 match against El Salvador, which the 
United States won. Mehlert, interviewed 
before that contest, said Diffley's chances 

of making the final squad would increase 
if he performed well in the El Salvador 
match. 

Reached at his New City, New York, 
home after the El Salvador win, Diffley 
cautiously discussed his chances: "It's 
hard to say. You never know what the 
coach is thinking." 

At the time of the interview, he was 
planning to go with the team to California, 
Dallas, and then Korea to play several 
preparation games. Diffley explained that 
these games give the coach more oppor
tunities to try different players before the 
final cut. 

Although Diffley is a midfielder for AU, 
Osiander has been using him as a 
sweeper. Defining Diffley's playing per
sonality, Mehlert says Diffley is "not a 
goal scorer, nor is he a hard-nosed 
defender. He's a player who makes the job 
of others easy. He enhances the perfor
mance of the team as well as that of his 
teammates." 

As a high school student he was named 
a Parade All-American. As an AU fresh
man, he started for the Eagles in the 
NCAA championship game against 
UCLA at the Seattle Kingdome. AU lost 
the game in eight overtimes, the longest 
playoff game in National Collegiate Ath
letic Association soccer history. 

"He's been a real hard worker at 
improving any part of his game. He loves 
playing the game. That makes a coach's 
job easy. It's not surprising he's playing at 
this high level," Mehlert says. 

Last summer, Diffley played for the 

Sports 
East team in the U.S. Sports Festival in 
Durham, North Carolina. It was in an 
exhibition tournament in Orlando, Flor
ida, last Thanksgiving that Osiander first 
saw him play. 

In January, Osiander invited Diffley to 
play with the national team in Guatemala. 
Although the team's 1-2- 1 record was 
disappointing, Diffley performed well. 
Mehlert says there have been many exhi
bition games and many players invited to 
try out. The fact that Diffley continued to 
be invited, he says, means he must have 
been fulfilling his coaches' expectations. 

Since January Diffley has attended 
classes at AU while playing with the team. 
A real estate finance major, he completed 
the spring semester, but has to make up 
some final exams he missed while playing 
with the team in Florida. 

During his junior year, Diffley was an 
AU co-captain. Should he make the 
Olympic team, he will be redshirted for 
the 1988 collegiate soccer season. He will 
return to AU in January 1989 and will be 
eligible to play for the university in fall 
1989. If his bid for the games fails , he will 
play for the Eagles this fall. 

* * * 
Former AU basketball standout Frank 

Ross '87 was invited by U.S. Olympic and 
Georgetown University coach John 
Thompson to try out for the Olympic bas
ketball team. Ross was one of ninety
three players invited to the Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, training camp in May, 
but he failed to make the first cut. 

Diffley works the ball down field in an AU match against Adelphi University last fall. 
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1988 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY SOCCER CAMP 
FOR CHILDREN AGES 7-18 

July 25-29 • August 1-5 • August 8-12 • August 15-19* 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Directed by Peter Mehlert AU head soccer 
coach and 1985 NCAA Division 1 National 
Coach of the Year 

FEATURES 
• Instruction in basic techniques

shooting, passing, heading, trapping, drib
bling, goalkeeping and more 

• Tactics covering topics such as creating 
space, penetration, support, width, depth, 
individual/team defense and offense, and 
set plays 

• Special high school varsity and "pro-
development' ' circuits for select players 

• Special goalkeepers program 
• Hot lunch and camp T-shirt 
• Indoor activities held in new Bender 

Arena, featuring a one-eighth mile jogging 
track, two state-of-the-art weight-training 
rooms, basketball and racquetball courts, 
swimming pools and locker facilities 

TUITION 
One 
session $145 
Two 
sessions $260 
Three 
sessions $360 

Special reduced rates for faculty, staff, 
alumni, and for groups/teams. 

*Advanced camp, with permission. 

For more information, call (202) 885-3014 weekdays or 
(301) 365-3879 weekends and evenings. 
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AU ALUMNI 
1989TRAVEL 
PROGRAM 

Soviet Union 
Pathways of 

Peter the Great 
thirteen days 
J une or July 
from $2,900 

New Yor k departure 

Be among the first from 
the West to cruise the 
Neva River to Lake 
Ladoga, the largest lake 
in Europe, then on to 
the Svir River and Lake 
Onega. Visit Leningrad, 
noted for its Venice-like 
beauty and its famed Her
mitage Museum, on the 
banks of the Neva River. 
Combine this seven-day 
cruise with three days in 
Moscow, visiting the 
Kremlin, St. Basil's Cathe
dral, and many museums. 

Please note: Prices are 
approximate, dates TBA. 

Seine River Cruise 
and London 
twelve days 

Apr il 
from $3,200 

New York departure 

Begin your trip with a 
three-day stay in London, 
then cross the English 
Channel by ferry. In 
France, travel through 
Normandy to Rouen, 
where you will board the 
highly-acclaimed M. V. 
Arlene. From Rouen, 
cruise the beautiful Seine 
to Les Andelys, domi
nated by the impressive 
ruins of Gaillard Castle. 
Then on to LePecq and a 
visit to historic Versailles. 
Spend the last three days 
of your trip in Paris with 
the M. V. Arlene anchored 
in the center of the city. 

Danube River Cruise 
One River- Eight 

Countries 
fourteen days 

September or October 
from $2,900 

New York departure 

Cruise the length of the 
blue Danube and visit the 
eight countries that share 
its waters - Germany, Aus
tria, Czechoslovakia, Hun
gary, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 
Romania, and the Soviet 
Union. Lining the banks of 
the Danube are castles, 
palaces, chapels, and mon
asteries, many on spectac
ular sites high up on cliffs. 
Also enjoy an overnight 
cruise on the Black Sea 
from Izmail, Soviet Union, 
to Istanbul, Turkey. 

For more information send coupon to: Office of Alumni Relations; The American 
University; Sutton Center, Suite 260; 4400 Massachusetts Ave., N.W; 

Washington, D.C. 20016; (202) 885-1300 
--------- -----------------------

Please send me more information about: 

0 Seine River Cruise and London 
0 Soviet Union/Pathways of Peter the Great 
0 Danube River Cruise 

Name ________________________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________________________ __ 

City ------------------------------------------------------

State--------------------------------- Zip ______________ _ 
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LAST WORD-One grad at spring com
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